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Green Flag Award application 2020 

“Rushmere Country Park has been made available for 

visitors through the Greensand Trust and Central 

Bedfordshire Council working in partnership for the 

benefit of both people and wildlife. “ 
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Why a Green Flag for Rushmere? 

 
The Green Flag Award is the recognised national standard for publicly accessible parks and 
green spaces. It is overseen by Keep Britain Tidy via an agreement with the DCLG. It is a 
quality award, which aims to raise the standard of management for all open spaces and 
recognises well-managed ones. The Greensand Trust views the submission of an 
application as an opportunity to be externally assessed by experienced practitioners and be 
compared with other facilities. It will provide us with the chance to learn from people with a 
breadth of experience and refine the management and development of the park. 
 
This first section provides an overview of how the park might be judged against the key 
criteria identified in the Award: 
 

 A welcoming place  
 

 Healthy, safe and secure  
 

 Well maintained and clean  
 

 Sustainability  
 

 Conservation  
 

 Community involvement  
 

 Marketing  
 

 Management  
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Rushmere Country Park consists of approximately 172 hectares (420 acres) of woodland, 
heath and meadow on the Greensand Ridge spanning the Central Bedfordshire / 
Buckinghamshire border to the north of Heath and Reach, 2 miles (3¼ km) from the centre 
of Leighton Linslade. It also includes water bodies and water courses that are remnants of 
the designed parkland around Stockgrove Park House. 
The park receives in excess of 300,000 visits a year. 
 
This park was created over recent years from four main sites  
 
An area previously known as “Stockgrove Country Park” owned by Central Bedfordshire 
Council, with some land leased from Buckinghamshire County Council, managed by the 
Greensand Trust.  
 
Oak Wood a publicly accessible site owned and managed by the Greensand Trust. 
 
Rushmere Park originally a private estate, acquired jointly by Central Bedfordshire Council 
and the Greensand Trust in September 2009. 
 
Shire Oak Heath a publicly accessible site owned and managed by the Greensand Trust 
acquired via grant aid and crowd funding in 2017-18. 
 
The park is governed by a partnership of The Greensand Trust, a registered charity, and 
Central Bedfordshire Council. The partners have created a legal 50-year ‘Joint Agreement’ 
to combine, develop and conserve the total estate.  
The park is operated and managed by the Greensand Trust on a ‘not-for-profit’ basis 
(Registered charity number 1077055)  
 
 
Application contacts: 
 
Charity, park business and strategy context 
Gill Welham, Trust Chief Executive 
 
Park landscape and infrastructure management, rangers and operational management 
Bob Holland 
 
Conservation and ecology 
Phil Irving 
 
Education and youth activities 
Erika Pratt 
 
Volunteering 
Sarah Preston 
 
Visitor centres, visitor welcome and events 
Ian Richardson 
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Park map from visitor leaflet 
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Strategic Context 
 
Working jointly on the ongoing development of Rushmere Country Park, Central 
Bedfordshire Council and the Greensand Trust have developed a flagship facility, a 
prototype for a more sustainable and engaging asset which celebrates the natural 
environment, landscape and its heritage.  
 
Central Bedfordshire Environmental Framework  
 
“Country Parks, open spaces and rights of way are the third most cited aspect of what 
makes Central Bedfordshire a good place to live – above education and health services.” 
 
Access to good quality green space is associated with a range of positive health outcomes. 
 
“Businesses cite a ‘nice area / surroundings / environment’ as the third most positive thing 
about a Central Bedfordshire location, above ease of access to customers, convenience for 
employees, or proximity to other businesses or clients.” 
 
Greensand Country 
The Greensand Country Landscape Partnership, for which the Trust is the joint lead, has 
launched the ‘Greensand Country’ brand which will raise the profile of the area as a high 
quality area to visit and enjoy.   
Rushmere is already being promoted as a ‘Gateway to Greensand Country’ due to its 
prominent location on the western end of the Greensand Ridge, and an interpretation panel 
promoting Greensand Country will be installed at Rushmere in 2020.   
 
Greensand Ridge NIA 
Rushmere is within the Greensand Ridge Nature Improvement Area, which is recognised by 
Local Nature Partnerships in Beds and Bucks (and is embedded in Local Plan policy once 
adopted) as an area of high ecological value with significant potential to invest in habitats at 
a local and landscape-scale.  This provides additional leverage for grant funding bids. 
 
Rushmere also includes significant parts of the Rushmere and Kings Wood National Nature 
Reserve, with the Stockgrove Centre acting as a convenient central hub for sensitive access 
to the wider NNR.   
 
Local Plan Development1  
The emerging Local Plan sets out how Central Bedfordshire will develop over the next 20 
years. It outlines the strategy for ensuring that growth is delivered in the right place and is of 
the right character and quality. The Local Plan recognises how important the countryside 
and rural character of Central Bedfordshire is and also ensures that growth is delivered with 
the supporting roads, schools and services such as health, as well as retail, leisure and 
community facilities.  
 
The Local Plan proposes to increase public access to the countryside by creating more 
rights of way and country parks as well as play parks and open spaces within the proposed 
developments.  
 
As a result it is important to recognise development that may come forward as part of the 
new local plan, consider what impact this may have as well as opportunities this may provide 
in order to both protect and enhance the facilities in supporting countryside access. 
 

                                                           
1 http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/policy/local-plan/landing.aspx 
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Central Bedfordshire Leisure Strategy2  
The Leisure Strategy is a suite of four chapters that set out the strategic vision for Central 
Bedfordshire. Chapters 1, 2 and 3 are facility-based strategies which look at the current and 
future provision of indoor sport and leisure centres, recreational open spaces and outdoor 
sport. Chapter 4 seeks to marry the facilities with the activity provision needed to support 
Central Bedfordshire’s residents in pursuing a healthy active lifestyle. 
 
The planning guidance within the strategy supports the securing of new and improved facility 
provision via the development management process, identify needs and priorities, address 
inequalities of provision, inform investment priorities of Central Bedfordshire Council, and 
seek to ensure that residents of Central Bedfordshire have access to a range of recreation 
and sporting facilities. 
 
Chapters 1, 2 and 3 provide facility standards and future facility requirements to be met 
through the planning process and form material evidence and policy to inform the Council’s 
Local Plan. Chapter 4 (Physical Activity Strategy) details Central Bedfordshire Council’s 
strategic approach to the provision of physical activity and, while Chapter 4 does not form 
part of the Technical Guidance, it does contribute towards other specific policy including the 
Health & Wellbeing Strategy as well as contributing to a number of other strategic priorities 
within the Council’s overall 5 Year Plan. 
 
The UK Governments - 25 Year Environmental Plan 
A Green Future: The Governments 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment', sets out what 
we will do to improve the environment, within a generation. 
The following headings identify the 25 Year Plans goals and targets and relevance to this 
strategy: 
 
Clean Air 
Policy to reduce Vehicle, Centre and operational emissions. 
Provide primary space for electric vehicle charging points. 
 
Clean and plentiful water 
Develop a plan for the monitoring, maintenance and restoration of the Rushmere’s lakes and 
watercourses. 
 
Thriving plants and wildlife 
We will achieve a growing and resilient network  
 
Enhancing beauty, heritage and engagement with the natural environment 
 
We will conserve and enhance the beauty of our natural environment, and make sure it can 
be enjoyed, used by and cared for by everyone. We will do this by: 

 Safe guarding and enhancing the beauty of our natural scenery and improving its 
environmental value while being sensitive to considerations of its heritage. 

 making sure that there are high quality, accessible, natural spaces close to where 
people live and work, particularly in urban areas, and encouraging more people to 
spend time in them to benefit their health and wellbeing 

 focusing on increasing action to improve the environment from all sectors of society 
 
Minimising waste 
We will minimise waste, reuse materials as much as we can and manage materials at the 
end of their life to minimise the impact on the environment.  

                                                           
2 http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/leisure/strategy/overview.aspx 
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Managing exposure to chemicals 
We will make sure that chemicals are safely used and managed, and that the levels of 
harmful chemicals entering the environment (including through agriculture) are significantly 
reduced.  
 
Enhancing biosecurity 
We will enhance biosecurity to protect our wildlife and livestock, and boost the resilience of 
plants and trees. Tackling invasive non-native species. 
 
Natural Capital 
The 25 Year Environment Plan also embeds concepts such as ‘natural capital’, a way of 
measuring the economic benefits of the natural environment in addition to the environmental 
and social benefits.  High quality, accessible environments close to where people live have 
significant ‘natural capital value’, and further investment in this ‘stock’ to improve habitats 
and facilities will increase this value.   
 
Strategic Documents 
Rushmere Strategic Documents 

 Framework for the Future [2012]  

 Joint Venture Agreement [2011]  

 Rushmere Business Strategy [2019] Confidential internal document 

 Rushmere Development Plan [2018] 

 Rushmere Management Plan [2017-2022] 

 Rushmere Branding Strategy [2017] 
 
Other Strategic Documents  

 The UK Governments - 25 Year Environmental Plan 

 Central Bedfordshire Environmental Framework  

 Central Bedfordshire Leisure Strategy 

 Central Bed Central Bedfordshire Outdoor Access Improvement Plan 

 Central Bedfordshire Sustainable Community Strategy 
 
  



8 
 

 
Brief history of the Park 
 
Today’s Rushmere Country Park includes many of the parkland elements of the historic 
estate of Stockgrove House and Park, which were originally created by Edward Hanmer in 
1792.  At this stage Stockgrove was little more than an unassuming country house set 
amongst pasture and arable fields, a small country estate of approximately 45 acres. 
 
Colonel Henry Hanmer, was named as heir to the estate in 1828. He employed Decimus 
Burton to remodel the house in 1831 and over the next half century created a nineteenth 
century sporting estate of over 1,700 acres. This included purchasing Rushmere Park, which 
became the setting for a 2km grand carriage drive to Stockgrove House. 

 
 
 
 
Decimus Burton 
House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1928 the entire Estate, which included the areas of Rushmere Park, Stockgrove and 
Oakwood was purchased by Michael Kroyer-Kielberg, a Danish industrialist, who 
commissioned the renowned architect William Curtis Green to 
redesign the Estate and grounds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
William Curtis Green, recipient of the Royal Gold Medal of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, designed the new Manor 
and Clock Tower, Dower House and both sets of North and 
South Lodge Houses. He also redesigned the landscape of the 
estate, extending an existing pool to create a serpentine 
feature now known as Stockgrove Lake, adding other recreational features such as the 
boathouse, and undertook limited further planting including a new 25m wide formal avenue, 
running south-west to north-east, which provided a vista between the southwest elevation of 
the House and the Carriage Drive and Dower House.          
 



9 
 

It was one of the largest houses built between the two wars and, in addition to the mansion 
on its commanding site, with covered swimming bath, rackets court, and gardens, there is a 
detached stable court, with a water tower, a guest house, an agent's house, entrance 
lodges, gates, and cottages, and a thatched boathouse on the lake. 
 
Stockgrove Park House and parkland were under military occupation troops and associated 
personnel during World War II.  Much of the estate was sold by Sir Michael Kroyer-Kielberg 
in 1949, his ownership was short, but influential affecting many radical changes to the 
mansion and its environs, including introducing the serpentine lake, which is so important to 
the present landscape of the Park.   
 
 

 
 
Stockgrove Park House. 

From the 1950s the house was used as a school for children with special educational needs, 

run first by London County Council, then by the Inner London Education Authority, and finally 

by the London Borough of Camden until the school closed in 1994. 

Today the property is divided into individual dwellings and apartments.  
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A Welcoming Place 
 
The Trust and its team of staff and volunteers work hard to make its diverse audience 
welcome from the point at which a possible visit is being considered to the time when our 
visitors leave. It strives to provide comprehensive information via a range of media in 
advance of the visit and a well maintained, interesting and lively and in other places tranquil 
site throughout people’s time once here.  
The Trust is also keen to hear of things that it could do better via direct conversation, 
comments slips, on-site and web based surveys and local user representatives. 
 
Arrival 
 
The country park is signposted with Brown Tourist signs from the A5 Trunk Road and Stoke 
Road Linslade. There are two main vehicular entrances and each has a bespoke attractive 
painted timber sign. The signs direct visitors to the main park entrance with its larger car 
parking capacity.  
 
The main Rushmere entrance leads vehicles to and along part of the former carriage drive to 
Stockgrove Park House and its grounds (private). As the key entry point to the site great 
care is taken to provide a welcoming sense of arrival with the former tree avenue being 
reinstated with a mix of small leaved lime trees and rowans, the grass verges are maintained 
as short grass. 

 
 
Getting to and around the park 
 
At Rushmere there is in the region of 300 parking spaces and an area set aside for horse 
boxes. Car parking is barrier controlled and costs £3 per day. Annual passes are also 
available for regular visitors. 
Accessible car parking is located closest to the Heron’s View visitor centre and Tree Tops 
café and linked with a hard surfaced path. 
 
In front of the centre is a park orientation board with a large map showing walking routes and 
points of interest. There are other boards that provide park information and up and coming 
event information. A large picnicking and occasional event area is provided by the adjacent 
meadow. (It has a water and electricity supply to support use of the area for larger events). 
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View of the Heron’s View Centre 
 
The ‘secondary’ Stockgrove access to the park off Brickhill Road leads to a smaller centre, 
car park, ranger base and café. This entrance is not widely promoted as part of the strategy 
to encourage heavy usage at the more resilient and less ecologically sensitive Rushmere 
end of the park and also acknowledging the limited available parking (54 spaces). A large 
park map is located within the key visitor area and there is also outdoor seating. 
 
Both centres have a range of toilet facilities (including accessible provision).  
They also provide internal seating areas with further park and event information that is 
regularly changed to reflect local interest, current wildlife topics and the changing of the 
seasons. 
 
The Rushmere centre has a visitor welcome desk that is serviced by a combination of staff 
and regular and knowledgeable volunteers. They are well versed in helping people get the 
best from their visit (especially first time visitors). They also manage sales from the small 
‘souvenir’ retail outlet, deal with enquiries and sales of the annual parking and other passes. 
 
The café is run in-house with a range of permanent and seasonal staff who pride themselves 
on the affordable menu and ready welcome to visitors. The café is well known for its 
splendid view across the Heron Valley. It has a five star hygiene rating. 
Café staff and visitor centre staff and volunteers have all undertaken customer care training 
delivered by an external practitioner. 
 

 
 
Tree Tops Café interior 
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The park is unfortunately at some distance from the nearest bus stop (approx. 2 km to the 
nearest visitor centre/access) and local railway station (5km). 
 
The Trust is working with local authority travel planning experts to refine its Green Travel 
Plan for the park. There are however 5 different entry points for off road cyclists. Three are 
public bridleway links whilst the other two have been created as permissive routes by the 
Trust to encourage ‘non-motorised visitors’. The links are shown on park information leaflets 
and maps. 
 
Walkers are similarly catered for with 12 entry points on the edge of the park that lead onto 
to the internal network. Each of these entrances has a map of the layout of the park and the 
entry location. 
 
Horse riders are linked by public bridleways into the park or can transport their rides to the 
allocated parking provision adjacent to the main Rushmere car park. 
 
A new cycle link was created in 2019 to provide a safer connection for local residents who 
wished to travel on two wheels to the park. It is incorporated in the soon to be adopted 
“Green Wheel” for Leighton Buzzard, a plan to encourage non-motorised travel around the 
town. 
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Healthy, safe and secure 
 
Access and Recreation  
 
The Trust is committed: 
 
“To implement a site sensitivity and zoned approach to access.  Focus visitor facilities and 
access away from the most sensitive and constrained areas and maximise opportunities to 
sustainably attract and absorb rising visitor numbers. Ensuring where possible access 
arrangements for people with a range of disabilities are enhanced.” 
 
 
Within the country park there is a range of access provision that includes:  

 statutory and permissive bridleways (the latter require payment for a pass) 

 permissive cycle routes (most of which require payment for a pass)  

 and public footpaths and permissive walking routes 
 
Many of the park visitors visit as part of developing or maintaining a healthy life style, 

including Nordic walkers, cyclists, runners and general walkers. The weekly parkrun now in 

its fourth year routinely attracts on average 150 participants of all ages and abilities. The hilly 

5 km route is one of the most challenging in the area. 

There is a ‘pass only’ cross country cycle route which is about 8 Km long and is demanding 

both in terms of fitness and skills. There is also a downhill and jump area. Both are 

maintained by a dedicated team of volunteers working with a ranger with a particular interest 

in mountain biking. 

 

The park has hosted a number of orienteering events, mountain bike races, and has been 

part of longer trail challenges. Innumerable Ramblers’ groups visit throughout the year. 

Rushmere Country Park is widely perceived as a safe place to confidently visit. Incidents of 

vandalism and anti-social behaviour are rare. The park has three car parking areas that are 

opened and closed according to the seasons and daylight hours. There is however 24 hour 

access on foot, and by cycle and on horseback.  

The park is very well used by walkers and dog walkers from the early morning and until later 

at night. It is common place to see lone walkers, runners or dog walkers throughout the day, 

demonstrating the way the site is perceived as a safe location. 

The Rushmere visitor centre and both cafes are open every day of the year except for 

Christmas Day and uniformed park rangers patrol on a daily basis. There is an allocation of 

between 1.5 to 2 staff per day to the park overseen by the senior ranger. This resource 

needs to be flexible to respond to seasonal requirements and also be dependent on specific 

projects, tasks and events. 
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Accessibility 

All the paths in the park have been surveyed for surface description and gradients. This work 

informed the creation of the two “Access for All” trails suitable for wheelchairs and simple 

buggies. There is one from each of the centres, from the main centre the route follows the 

hugely popular family sculpture trail and from Stockgrove a circuit of the former boating lake 

can be accomplished. Both centres have wheelchairs available to borrow and have 

accessible toilets. 

Wheelchair access is available throughout both centres and to all their facilities. 

Details of the parks access arrangements can be found at the following websites which are 

also linked to the park’s main site. 

Stockgrove entrance 

https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-

guides/stockgrove-country-park 

https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-

guides/rushmere-country-park-stockgrove-visitor-centre 

Rushmere 

https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-

guides/rushmere-country-park 

https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-

guides/rushmere-country-park-rushmere-visitor-centre 

The Trust also has two people representing individuals with support needs on its Rushmere 

User Group and has excellent links with the regional Disability Resource Centre. It also 

holds an annual event in conjunction with Hearing Dogs for the Deaf and other related 

charities. The event is being expanded in 2020 to promote wider access for people with 

disabilities to the outdoor environment. 

In 2018 the Dunstable based social group, Socialeyez, visited the park at the Rushmere 

team’s request who also organised transport for the group. The aim was to assess the 

viability of their current access for partially sighted/blind persons. 

They reported on their blog: 

“We then went for a short walk along one of the many paths. The walk was really enjoyable 

and there were plenty of opportunities there for all, sighted or partially sighted/blind to 

experience the sounds and various aromas coming from the surrounding woodland which 

was great for the senses. 

 

The few creative sculptures, like benches made from branches 

and the varied carvings that can be felt, if you can get to them 

before the children, were (excuse the pun) a sight to 

behold.  Although we only had a limited walk, if what was there 

is similar to the longer walks, this parkland is a great day out for 

all. We finished with a trip to the cafeteria which gave us all a 

varied menu to choose from and catered for everyone’s different tastes”. 

https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-guides/stockgrove-country-park
https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-guides/stockgrove-country-park
https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-guides/rushmere-country-park-stockgrove-visitor-centre
https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-guides/rushmere-country-park-stockgrove-visitor-centre
https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-guides/rushmere-country-park
https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-guides/rushmere-country-park
https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-guides/rushmere-country-park-rushmere-visitor-centre
https://www.accessable.co.uk/central-bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire-council/access-guides/rushmere-country-park-rushmere-visitor-centre
http://www.sightconcern.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/IMG_3676-e1536144073256.jpg
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Park and visitor safety regime 

The Trust has a robust and comprehensive suite of health and safety management systems 

that cover all aspects of the site, its infrastructure and their maintenance. This ensures the 

safety of our visitors, staff and volunteers. All aspects of the park, its operation and use are 

risk assessed and these assessments annually reviewed.  

Health and safety policies cover all activities promoted by the Trust and include site related, 

public and operational aspects.   

Play equipment, paths and other facilities are regularly inspected to ensure visitor safety.  

The play area undergoes an inspection by qualified inspectors from the Play Inspection 

Company four times a year.  In addition the rangers carry out a daily visual inspection of the 

equipment including photographs.  A monthly inspection by rangers involves more attention 

including checking the integrity of all the fixings and any moving parts. 

The two main car parks are inspected on a daily basis by the rangers and a daily litter pick is 

undertaken (more on busy days).  Rushmere car park is lit at night.  

Surfaces and pathways are routinely inspected and holes filled and repairs made as 

required. Main paths are checked daily.  Within the country park most of the paths are 

natural and not surfaced, the soil is generally sandy and free draining and usually walkable 

throughout the year but can be susceptible to wear and tear and erosion.   

There is a wide range of trees of varying ages in the park and they are routinely inspected 

following the principles of “Common sense risk management of trees” (2011) National Tree 

Safety Group. 

First aid kits are held at both of the centres, in ranger vehicles and also within the cafes. A 

defibrillator is externally mounted and available at the Rushmere centre. It was acquired via 

the fund raising efforts of the Rushmere parkrun team. 

A range of staff and volunteers are trained in first aid. 

The main water body that is accessible to visitors, Stockgrove Lake has three throwing lines 

and the appropriate safety signage. Heron Lake visible from the main visitor centre is in a ‘no 

public access’ conservation area but has two lines available. 

Control of dogs 

Rushmere Country Park like many similar facilities is very popular with dog walkers, and the 

Trust, working with one local authority and local enthusiasts, has developed a systematic 

approach to ensuring that dog walkers, their pets and other visitors all have an enjoyable 

visit. 

The legislative background to dog control in the park is complicated as it sits astride two 

district authority’s areas. Central Bedfordshire has implemented dog control orders and 

rangers are trained in their enforcement within that area, but Aylesbury Vale have no such 

arrangement. In any event the Trust is keen to encourage responsible dog ownership by 

education and polite encouragement. 

A leaflet is freely available outlining the agreed protocols and is also available on the 

internet. It illustrates how the park is zoned into areas where dogs must be kept on leads, 

where they can be off the lead and where there is no access for any walkers. These zones 

are also signed on site. There is also a dedicated fenced area close to the main car park 

where dogs can be let of the lead to exercise in an enclosed area.  
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The map also shows the location of all the dog waste bins. Poo Bags are provided free of 

charge from dispensers adjacent to the centres. Dog fouling in the park is not a significant 

issue. 

The bins are emptied on a weekly basis by external contractors. 

The Trust also hosts an annual and hugely popular Dog Show with related stalls in mid-

August. It regularly attracts in excess of a hundred entries and provides a good platform for 

enhancing any positive messages. In excess of 1500 people attend. The main ring is 

surrounded by pet related stalls and advice providers. The rest of the field hosts a range of 

arts and craft stands. 

 

 

Map excerpt from Rushmere Dog Walking leaflet.  
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Well maintained and clean 

Litter and waste management 

The Trust widely publicises its wish that visitors take their own litter/rubbish home and has 

kept to the minimum the number of litter bins that it provides. They are located around the 

centres to capture items that are mainly the result of its own refreshment sales. They are 

however widely used by visitors in general. Such use adds to the Trust’s costs of disposal 

but offsets perhaps the need for more litter picking in general.  

The litter bins accept all rubbish except dog waste and litter is added to café and office 

waste. Recyclables are not separated at source but the contractor (Cawley) that collects 

twice a week, separates the waste at their depot as part of their contract with the Trust. 

Posters are displayed on the bins to reassure visitors that we are not needlessly adding to 

the waste stream. 

Litter picking is undertaken by staff and volunteers on a daily basis, and more frequently on 

busy days and in the most popular areas. 

Green waste from landscape operations is managed via a number of means, where felled 

timber is of a merchantable quality it is sold to defray some of the costs of the work or it is 

left in situ as deadwood habitat. Smaller brash may also be left on the ground or stacked as 

habitat piles, or chipped or occasionally burnt on site. (The latter only being undertaken 

where there is likely to be limited impact and never on sensitive sites). 

Landscape maintenance, conservation and heritage (summary) 

The ecological and conservation value of the park is the main driver for the landscape 

maintenance regime. There is very little formal maintenance other than routine grass cuts to 

the verges of the Rushmere main drive and the picnic area adjacent to the Stockgrove 

centre. As part of the site checks overhanging vegetation is also cut back if it intrudes on the 

designated walking, cycling and horse riding routes. 

The main seasonal operations to enhance the conservation value of the site are: 

Woodland  

Coppicing cyclically in woodlands to let light in to ground flora and also to diversify the age 

structure. Selective felling of trees to diversify age structure and provide room for selected 

specimens to grow.  

Heathland 

Scrub birch and scrub removal to open up the heathland for ground flora. 

Meadows 

Summer grass cutting and raking, upper and marshy meadows at Stockgrove 

Hay cropping Lower meadow at Rushmere 

Selective grazing of fenced areas at Lord Hill and Rammamere 

Bracken spraying and pulling (Late July-August) 
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Ranger site checks 

The ranger site checks and their frequency are as follows 

Frequency of 
checks 

Area Features 

Daily Rushmere Meadow Signs and boards 

  Surface trip hazards 

  Benches (x7) 

  Fencing 

  Tree risk visual check 

   

 Car parks (Rushmere and 
Stockgrove) 

Signs and boards 

  Surface trip hazards and 
potholes 

  Fencing 

  Bollards 

  Lighting 

  Dog exercise area 

  Horse box parking area 

  Tree risk visual check 

   

 Visitor centre surroundings Visual play checks 

  Surface trip hazards and 
levels 

  Signs and boards 

  Fencing 

  Tree risk visual check 

  Benches 

   

 Access for all trails (X2) Surface trip hazards and 
levels 

  Presence of tree debris 

  Sculptures and fairy doors 

  Signs 

  Tree risk visual check 

  Throwing lines (Stockgrove 
Lake) 

   

 Carriage Drive beyond Giants 
Chair. 

Surface trip hazards and 
levels 

  Presence of tree debris 

  Bench 

  Signs 

  Tree risk visual check 

   

 Car park barriers and machines Rushmere entrance 

  Stockgrove entrance 

  Thrift Road entrance 
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Weekly Permissive routes  

 Footpaths Surface trip hazards and 
levels 

 Cycle trails Presence of tree debris 

 Horse trails Benches 

  Signs 

  Tree risk visual check 

   

 Jump and downhill area  

   

 Main entrance and access road Fencing  

  Bollards 

  Road surface condition 

  Signs 

  Bank retaining wall 

  Tree visual checks within 15 
metre 

  Gate by centre 

   

 Bottom Meadow Outside of workshop and 
shed 

  Temporary parking markings 

  Signs 

  Barriers 

  Meadow condition/trip 
hazards 

   

 Heron Valley and Lake Fencing 

  Gates and padlocks 

  Throw lines 

  Manhole fencing 

   

  Play feature –chain bridge 

   

 Nightjar Valley Fencing  

  Field and pedestrian gates 

  Signs and boards 

  Water trough (working) 

   

  Play feature –balance beam 

   

 Shire Oak Heath Stock fencing 

  Signs and boards 

  Field and pedestrian gates 

  Water trough (working) 

   

 New Shire Oak Heath Car park  

  Security gate 

  Cycle path 

  Kissing gates 

  Signs and noticeboards 
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Fortnightly Lodge entrance and gates  

 Security gates  

 Entry signs  

 Greensand Ridge path condition  

 Ranger staff parking area  

   

Monthly Intermediate play area checks  

   

Quarterly Park Boundaries Linslade Road 

  Brickhill Road 

  Bragenham Lane 

  Northern edge 

  Western edge 

   

 Professional play area checks  

   

 

Building and infrastructure maintenance 

The main centre (Heron’s View) and café are entirely the Trust’s responsibility.  

There are procedures in place to ensure the facility is well cared for and maintained, this 

includes scheduled inspections and maintenance programmes, upkeep of roller shutters, 

electrical fixed wire testing, PAT testing, air conditioning and boiler system servicing, fire 

extinguisher, fire and intruder alarms servicing, and the servicing of heating systems. 

The cleaning of the building and litter clearance at the centre and café is undertaken by the 

Trust’s part time staff, supplemented at peak times by additional contractor support. The 

maintenance and health and safety regime is coordinated by the centre manager and their 

deputy. (They also coordinate works at the Stockgrove centre in conjunction with the local 

authority.) Any works required are undertaken by a combination of staff, volunteers and for 

more specialist jobs external providers.  

Stockgrove 

The visitor centre and the external toilets at the Stockgrove entrance remain a local authority 

asset (Central Bedfordshire Council) until the terms for their hand over to the Trust are 

formally agreed. At the moment responsibility for significant maintenance and repairs is with 

the local authority. Minor works are undertaken by Trust staff and/or volunteers. 

High standards of cleaning and maintenance are 

ensured by regular monitoring and clear 

specifications.  

The café business is run as a concession by a 

family who have a long standing commitment to 

the site and an enthusiastic and loyal clientele. 

 

Stockgrove entrance centre  
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Environmental management 

Sustainability 

The Trust adopted its own environmental policy across all areas of its activities in 2015, its 

aims are to: 

 protect and enhance the natural environment 

 promote the conservation of cultural heritage 

 protecting and enhancing  habitats and natural species 

 minimising the use of environmentally damaging transport 

 manage policies and practices to achieve a continual improvement in environmental 

performance 

 promote good environmental practices 

 promote the sustainable use of natural resources 

 promote the conservation of non-renewable resources  

 promote the reduction of waste and pollution  

 

At Rushmere specifically to deliver against these aims, it will 

 Conserve and enhance the landscape, wildlife and heritage of Rushmere whilst 

enabling its communities to thrive.  

 Monitor and enhance NNR / SSSI and priority habitats 

 Monitor and seeks methods to restore lakes and watercourses and associated 100 

year old infrastructure and other heritage features 

 Implement Site Conservation Management Plan  

 

 Framework Travel Plan (Green Travel)  

The plan will help inform the overall approach to the provision of access to and from 

Rushmere Country Park, seeking to ensure that private motor vehicle journeys are 

minimized and a range of alternative options are provided. 

In future phases of development the Trust will provide facilities for electric vehicle 

charging points and reducing its reliance on conventional petrol or diesel vehicles. 

 

Buildings 

Stockgrove 

The Stockgrove centre is of a very simple construction dating back to 1980 when it was built 

as the base for the then Bedfordshire County Council Country Park. Its energy efficiency and 

insulation is therefore correspondingly low (i.e single glazed windows). In January 2020 CBC 

the owners commissioned a full condition survey which will give some indication of its overall 

condition/defects and more importantly the likely remaining lifespan of the facility.  
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The Trust in conjunction with CBC will then have to consider the possible handover and 

attendant terms, and whether a new a more sustainable building need to be designed and 

funded in the future. 

The external toilet block at Stockgrove was almost completely refurbished in 2019 and is 

now highly insulated, double glazed and has a sophisticated and energy efficient heating 

system. 

Rushmere - Heron’s View Centre and Tree Tops Cafe 

The Rushmere centre has grown in phases from 2010 and where possible energy saving 

opportunities have been incorporated in all new build. Fluorescent tubes and LED lighting is 

sued throughout. The building has the benefit of 15 solar panels that have produced 12,000 

kwh since installation. 

The development of the centre has followed the 

path outlined below: 

2010 Having secured the site, a specification was 

developed to provide access and convert what was 

a residential bungalow into the most basic of visitor 

facilities.  

2011 Initial conversion works are completed to 

make safe the residential bungalow for limited 

public access and open converted toilets and 

seating area. Simple ‘table and a tea ern’ volunteer run café established within the old 

bungalows lounge area. Rushmere opened to public on 16th July 2011.   

2012 Further conversion works to Rushmere Visitor Centre. Commercial grade kitchen 

installed and seating area within current building footprint. Café extension to provide 

additional 50 internal covers.   

2014 New purpose built toilet facility built. 

2015 New Atrium developed by CBC to improve visitor reception areas. Solar panels 

installed on roof. 

2016 Work started on extending Treetops café installing a new commercial kitchen and 

storage facilities 

Commended - Building Design and Restoration (Herons' View Visitor Centre, Rushmere 

Country Park) 

2017 New upgraded café treetops café facility opens. 

Plans for the last phase of the centre development include the extension of the café and 

education/function areas, and a new modest first floor office.  

Opportunities will be taken wherever possible to increase our contribution to sustainability, 

including the provision of heating and hot water via biomass or heat source pumps, rain 

water harvesting and effective insulation to new areas. 

The Trust recognises that minimising the use of natural resources and its carbon footprint 

are important. The Trust will investigate other opportunities to reduce their impact on the 

environment.      
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Waste minimisation 

Chemical use 

The use of pesticides is kept to the minimum and a key priority is to ensure that where they 

must be used, (no realistic alternative) it is carried out using the safest product to the 

environment and it is applied in the safest way using the minimal amount of the pesticide. It 

is only used at Rushmere for the control of invasive species like bracken, bramble, 

rhododendron and birch saplings 

All work is carried out by trained staff or contractors in accordance with National Proficiency 

Council Standards and the manufacture’s guidelines. 

Peat use 

Peat is not used at the site. 

Climate change adaptation strategies 

The Trust will endeavour to adapt to the effects of climate change by a variety of means 

including: 

Delivery of the Green Travel Plan involving staff, volunteers and visitors. 

Incorporating further energy and water saving initiatives in its buildings, plant use and 

operations. 

Appropriately managing the restoration and care of the important heathland and grassland 

habitats within the park. 

Maintain its ongoing review its cafés’ offer in the light of the need for locally sourced 

produce, reduction of food waste, minimise the use of single use plastics and other non-

recyclables. 

Use its education and events programme to broaden the community’s understanding of the 

challenge and the means of mitigating its effect. 

Conservation and heritage 

The management of the park aims to conserve and enhance the site in a way that is 

sympathetic and in keeping with that of historic landscape and a number of archaeological 

and historic environment studies inform the work. 

The park contains remnants of medieval wood-banks and other boundary earthworks, old 

quarry workings and sunken paths.  Bakers Wood, an Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland, has 

a number of old oak coppice stools, indicating many years of management of the wood for 

timber, firewood and possibly also tannin, and the alders in the wet woodland of Oak Wood 

would also have been formerly coppiced.   

The park also contains some more recent historical features notably the chain of  ornamental 

lakes, cascade, and the well and the foundations of a lodge house, and remains of a 

boathouse dating back to the 1920s as well as earthworks dating from its use by the Ministry 

of Defence during World War 2. 

In 2017 the Trust and CBC jointly commissioned RSK Environment Ltd (RSK) to develop an 

outline masterplan for the key historic elements within the park with a view to seek funding 

for particular physical elements and the attendant activity plans. 
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Lakes 

The three lakes are significant in the role they play in providing a focus in the landscape at 

Rushmere Country Park. The first lake, closest to Stockgrove Visitor centre, is the enlarged 

boating lake, and together with the boathouse, provides historic links to the house and 

gardens at Stockgrove. The second lake forms a central aquatic feature associated with the 

heronry, and is visible from Herons View Visitor Centre. Rushmere Pond, is the oldest lake 

in the system, present in the 18th Century; it is subject to variable water levels, becoming dry 

during the summer months. The lakes are of significance in that they form a central linear 

landscape feature through Rushmere Country Park, each with its own historical, amenity and 

ecological value.  

 

 

 

The Boat House 

The remains of the boathouse are still a remarkable feature, clearly intended in the past to 

form an important feature in the landscape, rather than merely meeting functional needs. 

Originally it comprised a thatched summerhouse of timber and glass, set on an arched brick 

base and with a drawbridge to a matching abutment on the bank. Visitors would have walked 

through the summerhouse to then descend by a pair of external staircases to the boathouse 

below, which seems to have been sufficient for a 

single craft.  

The upper parts were destroyed by fire. There are 

discrepancies concerning the date of the fire. It is 

usually given as c.1944 but also as in the 1960s.  

The brick built remains continue to be a much loved 

feature of a visit to the park and important part of 

the wheelchair accessible loop from the Stockgrove 

entrance. 

Stockgrove boathouse today. 

 

The Carriage Drive 

In 1852 Edwin Hammer extended the parkland in 1852, during this time a 2km long carriage 
drive from Rushmere to Stockgrove House was laid out following a pre-existing riding or 
track already present in 1827. The section of the drive within the park provides the vehicular 
route to the park car parks, and then from the centre, it becomes the main pedestrian route 
that links to the main network. Now hemmed in for much of its length by conifer plantations, 
previously it would have provided more open views across the designed parkland 
punctuated by specimen tree and shrub planting. 

The carriage drive is significant for its relative completeness. The route is still in place from 

the lodges on Linslade Road in the south, to the fenced boundary to south of Stockgrove 

House gardens. The carriage drive provides a sense of arrival to the centre of the park 

towards the house, providing a feature uniting the parkland to the house.  
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Marketing 

The key attractions that are promoted for the park are the opportunity to experience the 

natural environment in a variety of ways, its peace and tranquillity, healthy outdoor pursuits, 

the important conservation areas, the National Nature Reserve and the ongoing 

conservation management. 

Key elements to be communicated include 

 Rushmere’s natural environment ethos and opportunities to engage with their 

environment. 

 Promote ‘support’ and revenue generating activities. 

 Promote Rushmere as a Gateway to the Greensand Ridge, Greensand Country and 

the Ouzel Valley and wider countryside access. 

 Promote ‘off peak use’  

 Promote ‘local’ sustainable food and products. 

 Promote to a diverse range of audiences 

 Strategies for sustaining and enhancing current usage/visits  

The ongoing development of Rushmere Country Park has moved the visitor demographic 

more towards families. 

This growth has been realised through the improved offer for families and greater local 

awareness of these facilities mainly expressed through word of mouth, social media and the 

Greensand Trust’s network and services for schools and groups.  

It is also likely that the Country Park will continue to attract a large proportion of local people 

who use the park for walking, socialising, exercising and just getting some fresh air in a 

landscape that breathes tranquillity. The area from which these local people are attracted will 

be widened by the diverse and innovative programme of activities on offer. 

Strategies for targeting new users/visitors  

Rushmere has considerable appeal to an older audience, especially the ‘baby boomer’ 

generation that constitutes the increasingly large and important ‘empty nester’ demographic 

segment. This demographic will be engaged by delivering a quality environment of nature, 

recreation, culture, heritage and good food and drink. 

Further developments to improve and communicate the offer to attract visitors with a love of 

outdoor pursuits, who will be attracted by the range of opportunities and activities provided 

by the path network and landscape – most notably cyclists and horse riders. 

Consideration must also be given to the requirements of non or low users and provide 

information that gives them the confidence to visit.  

A range of media are used to deliver these objectives including printed leaflets, fliers, 

posters, banners and booklets as appropriate to the message. Good links are maintained 

with media organisations across the park’s catchment. 

There is a leaflet that provides comprehensive information and a map or visitors to the park, 

another specifically for dog walkers and in preparation are further leaflets specific to horse 

riding and for cycling. 
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The Trust maintains a website that includes a section providing comprehensive information 

about the park that is regularly updated. 

Social Media 

The Rushmere Facebook page has seen phenomenal growth in the past 3 years – May 

2016 it had 947 likes compared to April 2019 where it had 9,336 likes and 9,569 followers.  

The growth in audience is due in part to posting regular engaging content for visitors with 

visitor information, events at the park, images taken by visitors, wildlife images as well as 

providing an opportunity for visitors to interact with us with their queries, reviews, opinions on 

our services etc. 

Rushmere is also promoted via a host of Facebook pages in and around the Leighton 

Buzzard area, Houghton Regis and Dunstable and also Milton Keynes which is where our 

core audience resides according to Facebook demographics. 

The Greensand Trust Twitter page has also seen good growth from 594 followers in May 

2016 to 1,100 followers April 2019.  

Engaging with the Natural Environment  

Provide a wide range of opportunities for participation and engagement. Formal and informal 

education, training and volunteer opportunities, including health and wellbeing initiatives.  

Focus for children and young people – making their environment relevant and accessible 

and encouraging them to take action for its future. 

Environmental Programmes, initiatives and experiences  

 development and delivery of a range of bespoke curriculum linked education 

programmes, both led and self-led. 

 Targeted initiatives and experiences for specific audiences with measurable 

outcomes. 

 Provide effective and vibrant learning facilities, for both indoor and outdoor learning. 

The Trust is committed:  

“To increase awareness and understanding of the natural and historic aspects of the 

landscape of the Greensand Ridge amongst landowners and the general public and to 

promote the need for their protection and management”. 

Work at Rushmere, the most popular outdoor site, and a recognized Gateway to the Ridge is 

obviously critical in delivering many aspects of this aim.  

The country park hosts a wide range of visits from school, college, university and community 

groups either self-led or guided by the Trust’s own education team that includes dedicated 

volunteers. This team has produced a variety of learning packs and lesson plans for direct 

delivery or for use by outside parties. The range of what is on offer is detailed at 

https://www.greensandtrust.org/Pages/Category/Schools 

 (please note that this page also covers other sites where the Trust has an involvement) 

The visitor centre has a room that can accommodate up to 30 people for education visits and 

similar uses. 

1728 young people engaged in activities with the education team at Rushmere 

https://www.greensandtrust.org/Pages/Category/Schools
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In 2019 the Youth Ranger Project was planned and delivery is ongoing. It provides 

volunteering opportunities specifically for young people aged between 13 and 18 years old. 

It is an excellent way for young people to take an active role in wildlife conservation and 

habitat management, develop a range of new skills and gain practical experience alongside 

a team of like-minded and enthusiastic people. 

Participants have the opportunity to work towards a John Muir award during the scheme, in 

recognition of their achievements. 

Events and promotions 

Events and community programme 

The park’s events programme provides a range of opportunities including environmental 

awareness raising, further expanding people’s understanding and appreciation of the park, 

the work of the Trust, promoting healthy life styles, celebrating seasonal events and 

particular habitats or wildlife that can be experienced in a special way at the site. 

Events also provide an important opportunity to meet many of the visitors face to face to 

assist with the organisation’s understanding of their preferences and planning for park 

improvements. 

Some events provide an opportunity to generate income for the ongoing management of the 

site, whether directly delivered by the Trust or outside agencies. 

The events calendar is now quite diverse and has run very successfully for many years. It 

includes guided walks and talks on natural history or heritage themes, painting workshops, 

family wildlife workshops, music events, an annual Food Festival, a Summer Fayre and Dog 

Show, family orienteering and many other initiatives. Many promotions are supported by 

volunteers and outside partner organisations. 

The events are coordinated by an internal events working group that has staff drawn from 

across the Trust. Each event is planned and risk assessed on agreed templates 

proportionate to the complexity of the initiative.  

The events are advertised by posters, fliers and on the internet according to their scale. 

Some involve an attendance charge as a contribution to the park’s upkeep. 

Trust events for 2020 are listed below. In addition parkrun attracts around 150 runners each 

Saturday morning. The site also hosts a number of events organised by external parties 

including mountain bike races, trail runs, and photo and film shoots. 

Date Event title 

January 

19  

Forest Bathing led by Liz Burfield 

January 

28 

Treetops Talk 

Quarrying in Bedfordshire 

Feb 1 until 

when they 

leave us 

Heron Watch 

Volunteers introducing visitors to herons nesting. 
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February 

11  

Treetops Talk  

Heron Watch with Judith Knight 

February 

12 

Painting workshop 

February 

25 

 

Treetops Talk  

Making a Living from Sticks 

 Discover birds and wildlife of Rammamere Heath and Kings Wood 

March 24 Tree tops talk 

Geo trail  

April 1 Xplorer-family orienteering 

April 11-14  Easter Eye Spy Trail 2020 

April 21  Painting workshop 

May 3  Forest bathing-Liz Burfield 

May 5 Discover wildflowers & wildlife of Rammamere Heath & Kings Wood 

May 10 Deaf awareness event including other accessibility issues. 

May 17 Nature activity and mini environmental Fair 

May 19 Treetops Talk  

Insect theme 

May half 

term  

Woollen Woods Knitted nature trail 

June 4 Painting workshop 

July 11  Rushmere Rocks  

July 19  Horse at War-fundraising horse ride. 

July 23  Xplorer-family orienteering 

July 28 Bug Lab –family nature activity 

August 3 Bug Lab - family nature activity 

August 16 Summer Fair and Fun Dog Show 

August Overnight Bush Craft event 

August 22 Xplorer-family orienteering 

August  23 A Wild Night Out –night walk 

September 

13  

Rushmere Food Festival 
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September 

22  

Treetops Talk  

Bedfordshire’s Flowers 

October 8  Painting workshop 

October 

13  

Treetops Talk  

Fascinating Fungi  

October 

22  

Xplorer-family orienteering 

October 

25 

Feed the Birds –family event 

November 

28  

Fairy fun event 

Fairy trail launch 

December 

1  

Painting workshop 

December 

6 

Christmas Craft Fayre 

December 

13 

Christmas Craft Fayre  

Wreath Workshop  

December 

20  

Christmas Craft Fayre 

  

 Guided walks and talks 

 Family events 

 Larger scale events for 200 + people. 
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Community involvement, visitor surveys and volunteering 

The park has harnessed a number of ways of better understanding its visitors and receiving 

feedback from its various audiences. 

On a quarterly basis it hosts a meeting of the Rushmere User Group that includes individuals 

representing people who use the park for horse riding, cycling, dog walking, rambling, 

natural history studies and monitoring, family visitors, Rushmere volunteers, visitors with 

support needs, and local parish councils. 

Also quarterly is separate Parishes Group meeting which includes the local parishes and the 

district councillor. 

Both meetings provide the chance to receive feedback, provide a comprehensive park 

review of the last quarter and plans for the coming months. 

At the centre there is also a box with comments slips ready for informal responses from 

users. These are reviewed quarterly. 

Social media and web based review sites also provide valuable insights into people’s 

perception of the operation of the park. 

Visitor surveys 

An onsite visitor survey was undertaken by a consultant in 2013. It captured 200 people’s 

ratings for various aspects of the facility, their socio-demographics and the park’s catchment 

area. 

The exercise was repeated in 2015. In 2017 further research was undertaken using a 

combination of web based survey, and paper based surveys for self-completion made 

available at both centres. A total of nearly 400 people responded. The bulk of respondents 

were white British and nearly three quarters were female. Ratings for their various facilities 

varied from excellent to good, with no poor ratings at all. 

The most popular activities were walking and visiting the cafes. The least popular were 

horse riding or other energetic physical activity. 40% of responders visited at least once a 

month. 

The top three things that were deemed to be in need of improvement were directional 

signage, the café and activities for children. There were also indications that more seating 

and better control of dogs would be beneficial. 
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Volunteering  

At the heart of what we do at Rushmere Country Park are 180 generous volunteers, working 

with us and our partners, many of whom have been volunteering with us for many years.  

Their contribution within nature, heritage, wellbeing and learning programmes across the 

Trust is invaluable.  

Volunteering with the Greensand Trust has grown organically over the years to meet the 

needs of particular projects and teams. This has led to a great range of roles and activities. 

Volunteers support our work at Rushmere Country Park in many different ways, from 

managing habitats, surveying and recording wildlife, leading walks and talks, inspiring school 

children and helping to develop programmes, bringing advice and practical help. 

They help to restore and maintain woodlands and ancient heathland, making open spaces 

more accessible and educate children about the countryside. This benefits the environment 

and the communities that live near the Park. 

Volunteering not only has a positive impact on local communities by building a caring, safe 

and cohesive society of active citizens but also offers a range of other benefits, including the 

development of new skills, enhancing employability, generating feelings of motivation and 

achievement and opening up a network of people and experiences. 

We recognise the wealth of skills and experience volunteers contribute to the Trust, as well 

as the benefits that people gain from choosing to give their time to the Trust for free. With 

volunteer help and support The Trust can achieve so much more with fewer resources. 

'Since early retirement, I have been volunteering with The Trust for 12 years and 

volunteering in The Greensand environment is for me an 

enjoyable core activity which I look forward to every week, 

regardless of the weather.  

It is pleasurable for me to give something back in improving 

our local and unique rural landscape. The tasks are varied 

and it is rewarding to see the impact that we have made to 

Rushmere in a short space of time. 

Volunteering helps keep me both physically and mentally fit 

and there is a bonus of socially interacting with other like-

minded people'  

Volunteers already express a high level of satisfaction in their work with the Trust and the 

support they receive. Their input is invaluable and we need to continue to improve our 

methods of communication.  

The generous support provided by Greensand Trust volunteers, who give their time, skills 

and experience, makes a significant contribution towards the site being sustainable. 
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Greensand Volunteer Input at Rushmere 
2018   

No's 
Attended  Total Hours Value 

Rushmere Conservation   1128 4756 £47,560 

Rushmere Visitor Information    248 1907 £19,070 

Heron Watch   111 314 £3,140 

Wardens   59 389 £3,890 

Education   16 59 £590 

Events   64 273 £2,730 

Rushmere General / Admin Support   135 387 £3875 

Rushmere Volunteer Rangers   313 843 £8,430 

Total   2074 8928 £89,280 

 

Greensand Volunteer Input at Rushmere 
2019   

No's 
Attended  Total Hours Value 

Rushmere Conservation   684 2904 £29040 

Rushmere Visitor Information    276 1184 £11840 

Heron Watch   122 320 £3200 

Wardens   22 223 £2230 

Education   28 122 £1220 

Events   64 273 £2730 

Rushmere General / Admin Support   226 760 £7600 

Rushmere Volunteer Rangers   159 644 £6440 

Total   1581 6430 £64300 
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1. Overall Vision  

The overall vision is to create an attractive and accessible public open 
space, zoned in a manner that enables a wide range of leisure and 
countryside activities, whilst protecting and enhancing sensitive natural 
and historic environment areas and features and making the most of this 
unique landscape. 
 

2. Site Description 
 
2.1 Site Details 

 Location.  Rushmere Country Park (hereby called ‘the Estate’) lies on the boundary of 
Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire between the villages of Heath and Reach and Great 
Brickhill, and 2 miles from the centre of Leighton Buzzard (population 34,000).  Other 
nearby towns include Milton Keynes (population 218,000, 10 miles to the north), 
Aylesbury (population 100,000, 12 miles to the west) and Luton and Dunstable 
(combined population 250,000 12 miles to the south-east) (see maps 1 and 2 for location 
details).  To the south is Heath Wood and Meadow (11ha), and to the northeast are 
Rammamere Heath, Bragenham Wood and Kings Wood (118ha); these sites also have 
public access. 

 Ordinance Survey Grid Reference. SP 914 287  

 Parish.  Heath and Reach (Bedfordshire) and Soulbury (Buckinghamshire) 

 District / Planning Authority.  Central Bedfordshire Council  and Aylesbury Vale DC 

 Area. The Estate covers an area of 162 ha (400 acres).   

 Land Tenure.  The freehold of the Estate is owned by Central Bedfordshire Council, The 
Greensand Trust and Buckinghamshire County Council (see app.1 for ownership details).   

 
2.2 Site Status, Designations, Obligations and Constraints 

 Country Park.  29.9 ha of Stockgrove Country Park were designated a Country Park by 
the County Councils in 1972. The combined estate is governed by a partnership of The 
Greensand Trust, a registered charity, and Central Bedfordshire Council. The partners 
have created a legal 50-year ‘Joint Agreement’ to combine, develop and conserve the 
total estate. The total estate is operated and managed by the Greensand Trust on a ‘not-
for-profit’ basis in line with agreed objectives set out below. 

 Site of Special Scientific Interest. Bakers Wood (14.2ha), Rammamere Meadow 
(3.4ha) and Shire Oak Heath (8 ha) are part of the Kings and Bakers Woods and Heaths 
SSSI, first designated in 1953, and are governed by Potentially Damaging Operations 
(see app. 2) 

 National Nature Reserve. Approximately half the area of the Estate, including the former 
Stockgrove Country Park, Shire Oak Heath SSSI, Lords Hill and the southern half of Oak 
Wood, is part of the Kings Wood and Rushmere NNR, which was declared by Natural 
England in January 2016.  

 Area of Great Landscape Value.  The Estate lies within an Area of Great Landscape 
Value 
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 County Wildlife Site.  41ha of the Estate is a Bedfordshire CWS, with Oak Wood (40ha) 
a Buckinghamshire LWS. 

 Regionally Important Geomorphological Site.  25.5ha of the Estate is a proposed 
RIGS site. 

 Tree Preservation Order. A TPO covers the area of the Stockgrove Parkland within 
Buckinghamshire and a small section in the northeast corner of Oak Wood.  

 Public Rights of Way.  Four Public Footpaths and one Public Bridleway pass within the 
boundary of the Estate 

 Government Oil Pipeline.  An oil pipeline runs through the Estate  
 
2.3 Strategic Importance 

The Estate is a major recreational resource for the adjacent towns and villages as well 
attracting visitors from further afield.  A 2005 Visitor Survey of Stockgrove Country Park 
(Bedfordshire County Council) showed that, of those interviewed, 95% live within 20miles of 
the site (46% live within 5 miles of the site, 35% live between 6-9miles and 14% live between 
10-19 miles). As the local growth agenda is implemented, with the building of around 43,000 
new homes in Central Bedfordshire alone, the population of the catchment area of the Estate 
was guaranteed to increase dramatically.  This would inevitably have increased the visitor 
pressure on Stockgrove, which is why Rushmere Estate was purchased to cope with this 
increased demand.  

 
Rushmere Estate was purchased using funding from both partners and the Government’s 
Growth Area Fund (via the Chalk Arc Initiative), the latter being awarded on the basis that 
the combined estate will be of strategic importance, serving the whole of the 
Luton/Dunstable/Houghton Regis/Leighton Linslade area. Four main principles under-pinned 
the reasons for the purchase of Rushmere Estate and the creation of the new facility:  
 

i. The recognition of the present overuse and consequent damage of the 
sensitive wildlife  areas of Stockgrove Country Park and the adjacent Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest, and the potential to alleviate this through extension 
of the site.  

ii. The ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity to create a high quality, attractive and 
accessible facility through combining the three landholdings and managing as 
a single site.  

iii. The need to provide open space for public enjoyment against a background of 
continuing and significant pressures of development growth, both within 
Leighton Linslade and also the surrounding major conurbations of Milton 
Keynes, Aylesbury and Luton/Dunstable/Houghton Regis.  

iv. The opportunity to create a financially self-sustaining site  
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Map 1: Rushmere in relation to nearby towns 
 

 
 
Map 2:  Location of Rushmere 
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 Map 3: Management Compartments 
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Kings Wood and Rushmere National Nature Reserve 
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2.4 Physical Features 
The Estate lies at the south-western end of the Greensand Ridge and is centred on a steep 
sided valley which is a tributary of the River Ouzel, with three small lakes in the bottom 
where the sand meets the underlying clay. The Estate ranges from steep ridges, the highest 
of which are around 140 metres AOD (Above Ordnance Datum) to undulating valleys, the 
bottoms of which can be about 85 metres AOD. The Greensand was laid down 120 million 
years ago at the edge of a shallow, tropical sea.  The Greensand soils are mainly dry, 
infertile and acidic and so support limited and often specialised plant species. Where the soil 
is not colonised by vegetation it can be easily eroded.  A thin layer of Ampthill Clay lies 
under the Greensand and where the valley has cut into this springs emerge and marshy 
areas and ponds or lakes are found.  On the tops of the slopes are small areas of glacial till 
or boulder clay, deposited 10,000 years ago on the Greensand by retreating glaciers.  This 
holds more water than the sand and gives a richer soil which can support a wider range of 
plants. 
 
2.5 Biological Features 

The Estate contains a range of habitats consisting of coniferous plantation, deciduous 
ancient semi-natural woodland, parkland, wet woodland, lake and marsh areas, lowland 
meadow and acid grassland/lowland heathland (see table 1 for details of important biological 
features.) A number of National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority (BAP) and County 
Red List species and species of national, regional and local importance are found on the 
Estate, mainly in the deciduous woodland, grassland, heathland and marsh habitats The site 
is also of considerable importance for bats with at least six species having been recorded. 

 
Table1: Important Biological Features 

Importance: National Regional Local 

Habitats

Ancient semi-natural woodland   

Parkland   

Wet Woodland   

Lowland heathland   

Acid grassland    

Lowland Meadow   

Rush pasture   

Geology and geomorphology

Undisturbed ancient woodland soils on greensand 
and clay substrates 

  

Lowland heath on greensand soils   

Vegetation types

W16-Quercus-Betula-Deschampsia woodland 
with calcifugous woodland plant communities and 
species (e.g. bryophytes) 

  

W10-Quercus-Pteridium-Rubus woodland   

W5-Alnus-Carex woodland   

W6-Alnus-Urtica woodland   

H9-Calluna-Deschampsia heath   

U1-Festuca-Agrostis-Rumex grassland   

U2-Deschampsia grassland    

MG5- Cynosurus-Centaurea grassland   

M23-Juncus-Galium rush pasture   
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2.6 Cultural Features 

 Landscape.  The overall landscape of the Estate is typical of valleys on the Greensand.  
Bakers Wood is part of the largest expanse of ancient semi-natural woodland in 
Bedfordshire.  Much of the area was historically open heathland, though the landscape 
also owes something to the Estate’s history as part of a country estate, with areas of 
open parkland and specimen trees.  Many parts of this estate have latterly been planted 
with conifers. 

 Archaeological Features.  The Estate contains remnants of medieval woodbanks and 
other boundary earthworks, old quarry workings and sunken paths.  Bakers Wood, an 
Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland, has a number of old oak coppice stools, indicating 
many years of management of the wood for timber, firewood and possibly also tannin, 
and the alders in the wet woodland of Oak Wood would also have been formerly 
coppiced.  The Estate also contains some more recent historical features such as 
ornamental lakes, cascade, well, foundations of a lodge house, and remains of a 
boathouse dating back to the 1920s as well as earthworks dating from its use by the 
Ministry of Defence during World War 2. 

 Land Use History.  During its history the Estate has been part of a larger country estate, 
and mainly used for shooting, farming rabbits, timber coppicing, grazing and cutting 
bracken from the heaths.  Parts of this estate were bought by a Danish businessman, 
Kielburg, in 1924.  He constructed and enlarged the lakes and constructed the 
boathouse as well as re-building the estate house.  The area was handed over to the 
MoD for use during World War 2 after which the house was used as a school while the 
Stockgrove Park remained a private ‘garden’, though planning application was sought for 
a golf course.  The County Councils bought Stockgrove in 1971 and it was opened to the 
public as a Country Park in 1972.  Public access to Oak Wood was allowed via an 
Access Agreement between the private owner and Bedfordshire County Council prior to 
it being purchased by the Greensand Trust in 1999. Prior to the purchase of Rushmere 
Estate by the Greensand Trust and Central Bedfordshire Council in September 2009, 
many areas of the site were used for growing Christmas Trees and a paintballing 
business operated in the northwest of the Estate.   

 
2.7 Access and Visitor Facilities 

 Visitor Appeal and Suitability for Access.   As a Country Park close to a number of 
large towns the Estate is a popular local visitor attraction, particularly for young families, 
elderly and disabled people and dog walkers.  It receives about 300,000 visits per year.  
Part of the attraction lies in the variety of habitats and the easily accessible lake as well 
as the provision of facilities.  The Estate is an important base for exploration of other 
sites and public rights of way in the area, including Rammamere Heath, Kings Wood 
National Nature Reserve and the Greensand Ridge Walk. 

 Access Provision.  The nearest bus service to the Estate is an hourly service (less 
frequent at weekends) that runs through Heath and Reach between Milton Keynes and 
Aylesbury, via Leighton Buzzard.  The site can be accessed on foot from the villages of 
Heath and Reach and Great Brickhill by a number of public footpaths There is also a 
network of permissive cycle and equestrian routes within the park itself 

 Visitor Facilities. These currently consist of two car parks and visitor centres, both 
containing cafes, with cycle stands, toilets, on-site ranger service, a site leaflet with map, 
information boards, seats, picnic areas, some surfaced paths, dog-waste bins and a dog-
free area.  The results of the 2005 Visitor Survey (Bedfordshire County Council) indicate 
that the improvements visitors would most like to see are improved toilet provision, more 
dog waste bins, a larger car park, more play facilities and a larger catering facility.  

 Education.  The variety and accessibility of the habitats in the Estate make it a suitable 
location for environmental education field visits by local schools, colleges and 
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playgroups, currently around 10 visits each year, mainly between April and July. This use 
of the site is not promoted in any way but most visits are co-ordinated and led by the 
Ranger staff.  Local youth organisations (such as Guides and Scouts) also regularly use 
the Estate throughout the year, with a total of around 10 visits per year, some led by the 
Ranger staff.  The Estate is occasionally used by students carrying out research 
projects. 
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3. The Longer Term Vision 
 
While the primary purpose of this Management Plan is to outline the proposals for the 
coming five years, up to 2022, it is important to have in our minds a vision, or visions, of 
what we want for the Estate in the longer term, say the next 20 years.  Below are some 
possibilities which should be explored further over the next few years and those which are 
deemed feasible should then be included in future management plans. 
 
3.1 Grazing at Stockgrove  
Since many of the meadow and grassland areas in Stockgrove would ideally be managed by 
grazing, it may be worth exploring the possibilities of grazing the whole of the open parkland 
to the south of Brickhill Road as one unit. This would require extra fencing, though this could 
be mainly achieved by using invisible fencing. 
 
3.3 Country Estate Zoning 
With the amalgamation of Stockgrove Country Park, Oak Wood and Rushmere Park into one 
large park, it has been possible to zone the Estate for different uses. Most of the northern 
part of the Estate is part of the Kings Wood and Rushmere NNR and includes areas of SSSI 
land at Bakers Wood, Shire Oak Heath and Rammamere Meadow, with Kings Wood, 
Bragenham Wood and Rammamere Heath to the north also part of the same NNR and 
SSSI. These areas are of national importance for the habitats and species they support, 
many of which are sensitive to excessive visitor pressure from erosion of sensitive 
vegetation on the sandy soils or disturbance of important species such as ground nesting 
birds and reptiles. The creation of the new car park and visitor centre to the south has 
allowed the Stockgrove end of the Estate to become quieter, the car park and visitor centre 
at Stockgrove becoming more of a satellite facility for quieter appreciation of the countryside 
and wildlife. Eventually there may be potential for the Stockgrove visitor centre to become an 
environmental study centre for use by school and other interested groups as a base for 
exploring and studying the surrounding habitats.  
 
The restoration of heathland at Lords Hill has also created an area of significant biodiversity 
value, but its proximity to the new main car park and visitor centre means it will be under 
more visitor pressure than the areas to the north, with higher levels of disturbance. Though 
this may restrict the more sensitive species from using it, the area could be used to 
demonstrate how nature conservation and public access can be successfully amalgamated 
and to promote the conservation and management of heathland and other habitats to the 
public.  
 
Oak Wood also has areas of significant biodiversity interest, in particular the wet woodland 
and areas of restored heathland vegetation in the south of the area, though it is also 
important for access and recreation with numerous horse and cycle routes running through 
it. The physical conditions within the wet woodland generally make access difficult, and the 
recreational activities should have little impact on the biodiversity features of interest, and its 
relative remoteness from the new car park and visitor centre to the south should also help to 
restrict the number of general visitors to the area.  
 
The southern plantations surrounding the new car park and visitor centre, though scenically 
attractive, are of much lesser biodiversity value than the areas to the north, and this is where 
most of the more intensive recreational activities are concentrated. As well as numerous 
horse and cycle routes, a mountain biking jump area is planned in the plantations to the 
north of the visitor centre , and the proximity of the car park and visitor centre, has meant 
this has become the main ‘honey pot’ area of the Estate. This area does contain some 
features of a more sensitive nature, in particular the central lake that contains a heronry. Due 
to this, this central section of the base of the valley has no public access to prevent 
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disturbance to the nesting herons and physical damage to the banks of the lake. Parts of this 
southern area are still used for growing Christmas Trees to raise income for the upkeep of 
the Estate, though the Christmas Tree plantations are not particularly prone to visitor 
damage (with the exception of recently planted areas), and their dense growth restricts 
access through them anyway.  
 

4. Site Management 
 
4.1 General Management Principles for the whole Estate 

 Maintain the Estate as a safe environment for a wide range of visitors keeping up to date 
the site risk assessment and implementing recommended control measures 

 Keep main paths clear of encroaching and overhanging vegetation 

 Keep the Estate clear of litter 

 Keep main paths and picnic areas clear of dog’s mess and enforce dog fouling legislation 
and dog zoning 

 Maintain (repair or replace) all structures, including gates, bins, signs, interpretation 
boards and bridges 

 Maintain (repair or replace after consultation with donor) commemorative seats and 
trees.  The addition of any additional seats or trees to be installed/planted need careful 
consideration.  

 Repair damaged fences or report to relevant land owner  

 Monitor trees and arrange for any tree surgery where necessary to keep the public safe 
but keep as much standing dead wood and fallen timber as safely possible.  Except 
where work is on dangerous, dead or dying trees or is being carried out as part of a 
Felling Licence, all tree surgery work requires permission under any Tree Preservation 
Orders covering the Estate. 

 Limit any vehicle access to site to that which is absolutely necessary.  Keep to paths 
where possible and ensure any damage caused by vehicles is kept to a minimum. 

 Maintain all public rights of way and gates in co-operation with the appropriate Rights of 
Way Authority 

 Follow Natural England guidelines on the management of SSSIs and apply for consent 
where necessary 

 Manage land, where relevant, in accordance with existing English Woodland Grant 
Scheme/Woodland Improvement Grant contracts and the Higher Level Stewardship 
Scheme. 

 Manage the Estate in a socially, economically and environmentally sustainable way 
 
4.2 Compartment Management 

For the purposes of management the Estate is divided into six compartments according to 
habitat or landscape type.  These are: 

 Compartment 1 – Bakers Wood SSSI  

 Compartment 2 – Stockgrove parkland and Rammamere Meadow SSSI 

 Compartment 3 – Shire Oak Heath SSSI and Lords Hill 

 Compartment 4 – Oak Wood 

 Compartment 5 – Southern Plantations 

 Compartment 5 –Car Parks, Picnic Areas and Other Visitor Facilities 
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5. Compartment 1—Bakers Wood SSSI 
 
5.1 Compartment Description       Area: 
14.2ha 

Semi-natural ancient oak/birch W16 woodland, not actively coppiced since 1924, though 
some recent trial areas were coppiced in the 1990s and fenced and areas of birch have 
been coppiced or thinned since 2000.  The oaks have reverted to high forest with closed 
canopy.  Sparse ground flora and poor tree regeneration on the sandy soils, though bramble 
and woodland indicators such as bluebell and wood anenome are present in the W10 
woodland where the boulder clay overlies the sand.  Some heather regeneration has 
occurred on the sandy soils where birches have been thinned or coppiced and a patch of 
bilberry is present along the fenceline adjacent to the lake.  Disturbance due to widespread 
public access could be a factor in the lack of ground flora and oak regeneration, but this 
could also be due to poor soils and lack of light. Fencing off of parts of the wood has resulted 
in an improvement in ground flora and tree regeneration in these areas.  

 

5.2 Compartment Aim 

A woodland with a diverse structure which supports a varied and rich native flora and fauna 
with a high landscape value and well preserved historic features. 

 
5.3 Objectives 

 Maintain Favourable Condition status for the Wood 

 Increase understanding of the importance of the Wood, thus encouraging responsible 
use of the site by the general public whilst minimising disturbance to wildlife and erosion 

 Protect and encourage natural tree and ground flora regeneration  

 Allow some areas of the woodland to develop through natural processes with minimum 
intervention 

 Maintain and increase the number of mature and over-mature native trees in appropriate 
locations 

 Remove most non-native species e.g. rhododendron and conifers 

 Allow the occasional isolated over-mature Scots pine to remain for their entire life span 
unless their presence is damaging more highly valued features 

 Conserve and enhance all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority and 
County Red List species 

 Protect & enhance the medieval woodbanks 
 
5.4 Management Prescription 

 Maintain defined main paths through the open areas of the Wood using log edging 
and/or waymark posts 

 Maintain interpretation boards at all the entrances explaining the importance of the 
Wood, the reasons for its SSSI designation and a visitor ‘code of conduct’.   

 Maintain gates at the entrances to encourage visitors to stop and read the interpretation 
boards, to create a psychological barrier to some visitors and to highlight the importance 
of the Wood 

 Maintain coppice-plot fences and install further such fences where appropriate to reduce 
visitor impact on sensitive and threatened habitat areas, such as recently coppiced 
areas, areas prone to erosion and areas with important or developing ground flora and 
tree regeneration 
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 Coppice further oaks during autumn/winter in existing coppice plots to open up the 
canopy to promote regeneration  

 Coppice (or low pollard at 3ft high to prevent browsing) selected new areas of birch and 
oak during autumn/winter to diversify woodland structure and encourage ground flora 
regeneration. Only a small proportion of the wood should be felled at any time i.e. a new 
glade may only be required once every four or five years. (The UK Forestry Standard 
recommends that 10-25% is the maximum proportion of woodland which should normally 
be under regeneration at any time. As the woodland within the Country Estate covers an 
area of c.15 ha, this means between 1.5- 3.75 ha should be regenerating at any time. As 
only part of the whole wood is within the Estate it is suggested that an area of c. 2ha 
should be regenerating at any time with individual felled areas ideally being between 0.5-
1 ha in size.) The areas selected for coppicing should be away from key access/erosion 
points and show potential for good natural tree seedling regeneration. Felling selected 
large conifers would also be a priority when considering areas for creating glades. Areas 
within both the W16 and W10 communities should be selected. All of the canopy should 
be removed from felled areas and the areas fenced with sheep fencing and/or pegged 
down with rabbit netting. Brash should be thinly spread over the felled areas and on the 
cut stumps to help prevent browsing of regrowth and seedlings. Excess brash should 
either be spread elsewhere in the wood or chipped and removed off site. Ideally, at least 
10% of the large timber should be left to rot in nearby shade. Protect selected individual 
seedlings with spiral guards. If natural regeneration is poor, consider replanting using 
oaks grown from acorns collected on site in irregular groups of about 10 trees.  

 An alternative to creating glades would be to fence around dead trees to take advantage 
of the natural glade and for safety reasons 

 Consider planting small groups of trees of local origin in natural glades during 
autumn/winter and protect them with individual tree guards or fencing  

 Maintain recently planted trees by clearance during the summer of excessive bracken 
and other tall vegetation and replace guards and stakes as required 

 Consider re-coppicing old hazel stools in the W10 woodland during autumn/winter 
though the small amount of hazel present and high browsing pressure may not make this 
viable at the present time. One option could be to only cut the large stems, leaving the 
existing young shoots.  Any stools that are coppiced will need to be well protected with 
brash or fencing to prevent browsing of regrowth and the canopy will need to be less 
than 30% cover. No further coppicing should be undertaken until the current 
regeneration has reached a height of at least 1m 

 Remove & control rhododendron throughout the Wood 

 Remove young conifers throughout the Wood 

 Encourage bryophyte communities through targeted localised disturbance of the topsoil 

 Encourage bitter vetchling by maintaining dappled shade in open woodland. Also protect 
it from disturbance, browsing and grazing by encouraging brambles in the vicinity but 
ensure that the brambles do not become too dense as to shade it out 

 Encourage wood vetch by maintaining dappled shade and brambles for it to climb up 

 Encourage bilberry by protecting from excessive browsing, disturbance and leaf litter 
build-up.  Take cuttings (from the existing plants in Bakers Wood or from nearby Aspley 
Woods) and transplant into other suitable locations in the Wood  

 Encourage lily-of-the-valley by protecting from trampling  

 Encourage bats by leaving standing dead wood where possible, providing bat boxes and 
protecting existing known roosts 

 Prevent erosion and damage to the medieval woodbanks and selectively re-pollard 
woodbank pollards 
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 Dismantle dens when found and cut up dead timber likely to be used for dens to less 
than 4 feet long to discourage its use for den building 

 
5.5 Monitoring 

 Monitor birds by mist netting & ringing during the winter, in conjunction with British Trust 
for Ornithology 

 Monitor browsing of brambles by deer and rabbits 

 Monitor effectiveness of defined paths and other visitor ‘control’ methods to reduce 
erosion and disturbance of regenerating trees and ground flora 

 Monitor natural tree regeneration in managed and non-managed areas 

 Monitor all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority and County Red List 
species  

 Monitor bats and bat roosts 
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Bakers Wood SSSI Present State and Constraints Map 
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Bakers Wood SSSI Desired State and Management Map  
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6. Compartment 2—Stockgrove Parkland and Rammamere Meadow 
SSSI 
 
6.1 Compartment Description       Area: 
22.4ha 

Parkland supporting unimproved U1 and U2 acid grassland and MG5 lowland meadow with 
small areas of H9 heathland and specimen/parkland tree plantings. Bracken dominates in 
some areas and birch, oak and sycamore scrub is encroaching in others. Springs emerge 
where the sand meets the underlying clay in the base of the valley and these feed a small, 
man-made lake and an area of acidic M23 marshy grassland and W5 wet woodland.  The 
lake outflow, controlled by sluice, flows over a man-made cascade, with bryophyte interest, 
into a natural stream, and contains the remains of a boat house on its northwest bank. A 
smaller pond downstream constructed in 2001 is part of a Nature Discovery Area for 
educational use, with another pond in a flooded area of woodland further downstream.  
Excessive shading of the lake, marshy area and stream is a problem as is the silting-up of 
the lake and the over-population by ducks and fish.  The SSSI boundary follows the ditch, 
stream and the eastern bank of the lake. This compartment also includes the pine and 
spruce plantations on the slopes to the west of the lake, planted between 1850 and 1940 on 
former open heath and grassland. There are some groups of mature pines, possibly part of 
an old landscape design, which have aesthetic value and as bat roosts with bat boxes 
erected on some trees.  The ground flora is mainly bracken with bramble in places. An area 
of restored H9 heathland is present in a small side valley that leads down to the boathouse. 
A further small pine plantation is also present in the northeast of the compartment alongside 
Brickhill Road. 
 
The grazed meadow to the northeast of Brickhill Road is part of the SSSI and also supports 
species-rich acid, neutral and marshy grassland including locally rare sneezewort, devilsbit 
scabious and lady’s mantle, with developing heather on the northeast slope adjacent to 
Rammamere Heath. A small seasonal field pond is present at the northwest end of the 
meadow and part of the Kings Wood woodbank runs through the southeast end of the 
meadow with the area enclosing it supporting remnant woodland flora including bluebell and 
wood anenome. Dense bracken has also been retained in this area and provides cover for 
basking adders which are regularly recorded from here. 
 

6.2 Compartment Aim 

An open parkland landscape supporting diverse grassland and heathland habitats, with 
areas of marshy grassland and wet woodland in the base of the valley associated with the 
aesthetically pleasing lake and stream habitats, safe and enjoyable to all, suitable as a focus 
for environmental education and with well preserved historic features. The southwest of the 
compartment consists of a diverse mosaic of conifers, broadleaf trees and shrubs and 
heathland/acid grassland. 

 
6.3 Objectives 

 Achieve and maintain Favourable Condition status for both SSSI and CWS areas 

 Maintain and increase grassland and heathland by grazing, mowing or hay cutting, 
selected scrub removal and bracken control 

 Encourage heather where possible, but without the loss of important areas of acid 
grassland 

 Retain some selected areas of bracken for diversity 

 Maintain areas of gorse and other selected scrub by coppicing or minimum intervention 

 Control the spread of non-native species e.g. rhododendron 
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 Control the spread of ragwort in line with the DEFRA Code of Practice 

 Maintain and increase the diversity of the marshy grassland and reduce the dominance 
of coarse vegetation 

 Manage the island and the areas of wet woodland by minimum intervention 

 Improve the water quality and light levels of the lake and ponds and reduce the silt levels 

 Increase the amount of aquatic vegetation and invertebrates in the lake, ponds and 
stream 

 Reduce the impact of the fish and ducks on the lake habitat 

 Thin conifer plantations in line with good forestry practices but with no re-planting 

 Retain over-mature Scots pines for landscape value and for bats and invertebrates 

 Conserve and enhance all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority and 
County Red List species 

 Maintain the historic parkland landscape and planting schemes with deference to 
important areas of acid grassland 

 Preserve the medieval woodbank within the SSSI and other historic features 

 Protect and enhance the heritage and aesthetic value of the lake, the boathouse and the 
cascade 

 Ensure that the lake and associated wetland environments are safe for visitors of all 
ages and abilities 

 Maintain the visitor facilities and access around the lake 

 Maintain public access while monitoring and controlling excessive erosion 

 Develop the Nature Discovery Area as a place for formal and informal environmental 
education 

 
6.4 Management Prescription 

 Graze Rammamere Meadow SSSI with cattle or other suitable livestock as available late 
summer-autumn but with additional grazing in June in some years to knock back coarse 
vegetation.  Consider cutting the area of coarse vegetation near the main entrance to 
this meadow in early summer 

 Maintain fences and gates in Rammamere Meadow SSSI to enable livestock grazing 

 Maintain the field pond in Rammamere Meadow SSSI in its present condition 

 Control birch re-growth and bracken on the banks of Rammamere Meadow SSSI 

 Maintain bracken on area enclosed by woodbank at the southeast end Rammamere 
Meadow SSSI 

 Consider introducing extensive livestock grazing to the Stockgrove Parkland and marshy 
grassland by appropriate use of invisible and other fencing, using cattle or other suitable 
livestock as available late summer-autumn but with additional grazing in late spring/early 
summer in some years to knock back coarse vegetation.   

 If grazing is not implemented, forage harvest grassland in Top Meadow and Sundial 
Meadow in late summer to maintain diversity of the grassland 

 Maintain young hedge in Top Meadow by replacing dead plants, stakes and guards  

 If required, control rabbit population by night time shooting throughout whole 
compartment during the winter to prevent over-grazing and spread of disease 

 Carry out an annual hay cut of the marshy grassland if not grazed  

 Remove most of the conifers along the edge of the marshy grassland 
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 Control bracken in selected areas to prevent loss of grassland and heathland. Small 
areas could also be scarified and seeded with heather during the winter after the bracken 
has been sprayed 

 Clear selected birch, oak and sycamore scrub to prevent loss of grassland and 
encourage heathland.  Stumps should be treated with glyphosate to prevent regrowth 

 Coppice small areas of gorse in autumn/winter each year in rotation to encourage 
regeneration 

 Maintain large stands of rhododendron at southwest end of parkland and along public 
footpath along southwest edge of conifer plantation 

 Manage small area of woodland next to Top Meadow by minimum intervention 

 Control the amount of ragwort able to set seed whilst maintaining some for invertebrates 

 Maintain previously tagged parkland trees to overmaturity and identify and tag young 
trees as future parkland specimens.  Where a tree becomes a threat to the public 
consider removing the branches and retaining the trunk as standing dead wood.  Cut 
timber should be stacked at the base of the tree 

 Monitor old cherry trees on west side of lake and remove when dangerous to public  

 Maintain lake banks and revetments and protect these from erosion 

 Encourage thorny scrub between main path to lake and ditch to deter access to ditch 
and across ditch to marshy grassland 

 Coppice on an annual cycle stretches of willows and birches overhanging and 
overshadowing the lake and inflow area  

 If necessary, continue the use of chemical treatment of the lake to reduce silt levels 

 Maintain low fish populations in lake: net existing fish, especially benthic feeders, without 
re-stocking 

 Continue to discourage duck feeding through an education campaign – notices, press 
releases and talking to visitors – explaining the damage it causes to the lake and its 
wildlife and to the ducks themselves  

 Improve conditions for natural development of marginal, emergent and floating aquatic 
vegetation in lake, ponds and stream 

 Carry out appropriate planting of locally-sourced marginal, emergent and floating aquatic 
vegetation in lake, ponds and stream 

 Re-introduce alder buckthorn to appropriate locations in the base of the valley using 
locally collected cuttings 

 Control rat population by annual shooting, or as required 

 Replace or remove water supply pipe to southern lakes 

 Maintain culvert under Footpath 6 

 Carry out a phased heavy thin or localised clear fell, in autumn/winter, of pines in 
plantation to west of lake, to encourage heathland flora, retaining at least 20% tree 
cover.  Ensure trees with known bat roosts/boxes are not felled.  Large timber should be 
removed off site and the brash either burnt or chipped and removed off site. 

 Encourage heathland ground flora in cleared areas by light scarification of the soil to 
break up the needle litter layer and seeding with locally collected heather seed in 
January or February.  Retain any bracken or bramble initially to protect young heather 
from trampling and desiccation, but once heather becomes established these, and other 
vigorous species, can be controlled by cutting or pulling, or spraying if necessary.  
Control any growth of scrub by cutting and stump treatment in autumn/winter 

 Retain and tag all over-mature Scots pines and trees with bat roosts/boxes and identify 
and tag other groups of Scots pines to allow develop to over-maturity 
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 Maintain bat roosts and boxes and install additional boxes as advised by Beds Bat 
Group 

 Thin pine plantation adjacent to road and replace bat boxes as advised.  Ensure trees 
with known bat roosts/boxes are not felled.  Large timber should be removed off site and 
the brash either burnt or chipped and removed off site.  

 Maintain the sundial and interpretation board 

 Restore the old boathouse or install a representative structure and provide safe public 
access onto it 

 Construct viewing platform to protect cascade and bryophytes from erosion 

 Check & maintain life buoys and safety information signage around the lake in line with a 
regularly reviewed Water Safety Audit 

 Draw up a development plan for the Nature Study Area 
 
 
6.5 Monitoring 

 Monitor bracken encroachment and the effects of bracken control 

 Monitor grazing levels and the effects of grazing 

  Monitor development of heathland and acid grassland vegetation 

 Monitor mature parkland and other trees for safety 

 Monitor erosion especially on steep slopes 

 Monitor water chemistry and light and silt levels in the lake 

 Monitor butterflies and other invertebrates 

 Monitor duck numbers on the lake 

 Monitor fish populations in the lake 

 Monitor birds by mist netting & ringing during the winter, in conjunction with British Trust 
for Ornithology 

 Monitor bats and bat roosts 

 Monitor amphibians and reptiles 

 Monitor rat numbers and locations 

 Monitor all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority and County Red List 
species  
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Stockgrove Parkland and Rammamere Meadow SSSI Present State and Constraints Map  



23 
 



24 
 

Stockgrove Parkland and Rammamere Meadow SSSI Desired State and Management Map  
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7. Compartment 3—Shire Oak Heath SSSI and Lords Hill 
 
7.1 Compartment Description       Area: 22ha 

Much of the southern areas of Shire Oak Heath SSSI and Lords Hill within the Estate has 
undergone heathland restoration work in recent years and now consists mostly of open, 
sandy ground developing into H9 heath with frequent regenerating heather, and other 
heathland species such as heath speedwell, wood sage and trailing St. Johns wort, with 
scattered pine and birch trees. Bilberry was previously recorded on the southern edge of the 
SSSI adjacent to the public footpath but died out due to excessive shading. Stands of trees 
are still present in places, including old hawthorns associated with a ditch that may be an 
historical rabbit warren boundary. The western slope of the valley consists of open bracken 
with wide-spaced over-mature Scots pines, though extensive bracken spraying, scarification 
and heather seeding has been carried out to restore it to heath. The old Scots pine trees are 
a landscape feature of the site and some may be of importance as nesting sites and possibly 
for deadwood communities. The north of the area consists of developing and mature W16 
and W10 oak-birch-pine woodland with occasional rowan, hawthorn and other species in the 
understorey. The western edge of the SSSI is bordered by a small stream, where mixed 
woodland including poplar and willow features moisture-loving plants such as lady fern and 
lesser pond-sedge. This area was the last site in the county for alder buckthorn, which 
consisted of a single bush that is no longer present, though cuttings were taken from it prior 
to its disappearance, and have been grown on at the Tree Nursery at Clophill.  
 
Lords Hill lies directly to the south of the SSSI and is part of a larger CWS. The site was 
historically open heathland and the dense conifer plantations in the eastern half of the area 
have been clear-felled and are being restored to heathland, retaining occasional older pines 
and broadleaved trees within them. The west of the area consists of wider spaced, mature 
Scots pine with occasional birch, rowan and other broadleaves in the understory, and 
bracken dominating the field layer. Some of the dense birch has been recently cleared to 
open up access routes and encourage the development of heathland ground flora. The 
southern end of this compartment consists of a small valley of U1 and U2 acid grassland 
with a small amount of heather.  
 

7.2 Compartment Aim 

A mosaic of grazed heathland and acid grassland with scattered mature pine and other 
trees, scrub, bare ground and bracken. The habitat created will develop a mixture of fine 
grasses and herbs, interspersed with a good cover of heather of varying age classes. The 
western side of both the SSSI and Lords Hill contains frequent mature and over-mature 
Scots pine trees with mature mixed woodland in the north of the SSSI and along the western 
edges of the compartment, some along the stream within the SSSI having characteristics of 
wet woodland. The compartment contains a number of footpaths and cycle routes that link to 
the rights of way network in the wider countryside, and is used as an educational resource to 
promote heathland conservation, and to demonstrate its management.  

 
7.3 Objectives 

 Achieve and maintain Favourable Condition status for both SSSI and CWS areas 

 Create and maintain areas of heathland and acid grassland by a combination of grazing, 
cutting, scrub and bracken control 

 Retain some selected areas of bracken for diversity 

 Maintain areas of gorse, broom and other selected scrub by coppicing or minimum 
intervention 

 Maintain areas of undisturbed bare sand to provide suitable conditions for characteristic 
invertebrates such as sand wasps. 
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 Restore and maintain populations of rare and uncommon species such as bilberry and 
alder buckthorn. 

 Maintain and enhance remaining areas of woodland and dense scrub. 

 Maintain mature pine and other trees to provide deadwood habitat (both standing and 
fallen). 

 Conserve and enhance all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority and 
County Red List species 

 Preserve the rabbit warren boundary ditch within the SSSI and other historic features 

 Retain over-mature Scots pines for landscape value and for bats and invertebrates  

 Maintain public access while monitoring and controlling excessive erosion 

 Maintain open rides and paths, including cycle routes 

 Manage the site with the aim of raising public awareness of its importance for nature 
conservation. 

 
7.4 Management Prescription 

 Graze both areas with cattle or other suitable livestock during the summer and autumn to 
maintain the heathland and acid grassland vegetation and control tree and scrub 
regeneration. 

 Maintain fences and gates to enable livestock grazing and use invisible fencing to allow 
more controlled grazing.  

 Control bracken to encourage spread of heathland and acid grassland 

 Clear selected trees and scrub to extend the area of heathland.  Stumps should be 
treated with glyphosate to prevent regrowth 

 Allow some areas of soil erosion, since this provides a desirable habitat for some 
invertebrates e.g. many species of mining bees and wasps. 

 Maintain populations of rabbits, since their role in soil disturbance and grazing is 
important ecologically.  Ensure that their populations do not reach levels that lead to 
excessive grazing and soil disturbance. 

 If it does not re-establish naturally, re-introduce bilberry grown from cuttings taken from 
plants at Stockgrove or Wavendon Heath. This should be carried out in the autumn to 
allow plants to become established before the drier summer months.  

 Coppice in rotation areas of remaining woodland and scrub in the north of the SSSI to 
diversify its structure, while maintaining the current mix of species 

 Remove majority of younger pines from around over-mature specimens in southeast 
corner of SSSI 

 Manage damp woodland along western boundary stream of SSSI by a policy of minimum 
intervention, though remove all non-native poplars.  

 Re-introduce alder buckthorn to the damp woodland along the stream in suitable 
locations using plants grown from cuttings taken from the original bush at the site and 
which are kept at Clophill Tree Nursery 

 Carry out further felling of the remaining stand of pines in the eastern section of the area, 
retaining a 20% tree cover. 

 Remove smaller pines and stands of dense birch from western section of Lords Hill, 
retaining most mature pines. Coppice birch woodland on western slope and remove 
rhododendron 

 Encourage heathland ground flora in cleared areas by scarification of the soil to break up 
the needle litter layer and seeding with locally collected heather seed in January or 
February.  Retain any bracken or bramble initially to protect young heather from 
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trampling and desiccation, but once heather becomes established these, and other 
vigorous species, can be controlled by cutting or pulling, or spraying if necessary.  
Control any growth of scrub by cutting and stump treatment in autumn/winter 

 Remove all remaining Christmas trees from southern grassland valley and clear 
remaining young trees on southern slope, retaining mature trees and scattered gorse 
and other scrub. 

 Retain all over-mature pine and other trees and allow them to die in situ. Maintain as 
much deadwood as possible in upright trees for as long as possible, leaving branches 
where they fall, or if they must be moved for safety reasons, cut them as little as possible 
and leave them in light shade  

 Identify younger trees of all species to retain to over-maturity to maintain continuity of old 
trees and dead wood niches, adjusting replacement rates to the predicted life 
expectancy of the trees   

 Regularly conduct risk assessments for all over-mature trees to estimate the risk posed 
to public safety 

 Monitor visitor levels and take any measures necessary to maintain special interest 
where this may be under threat 

 Develop the compartment as an educational resource by involving local schools, 
colleges, community groups etc 

 
7.5 Monitoring 

 Monitor development of heathland and acid grassland vegetation   

 Monitor grazing levels and the effects of grazing 

 Monitor bracken encroachment and the effects of bracken control 

 Monitor the establishment of any re-introductions of bilberry and alder buckthorn. 

 Monitor mature trees for safety 

 Monitor erosion especially on steep slopes 

 Monitor butterflies, sand wasps and other invertebrates 

 Monitor birds  

 Monitor bats and bat roosts 

 Monitor amphibians and reptiles 

 Monitor all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority and County Red List 
species  
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Shire Oak Heath SSSI and Lords Hill Present State and Constraints Map  
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Shire Oak Heath SSSI and Lords Hill Desired State and Management Map  
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8. Compartment 4—Oak Wood  
 
8.1 Compartment Description       Area: 40ha 

The compartment consists mostly of mature Scots pine and other conifer plantations with 
occasional mature oak, birch, sweet chestnut, hornbeam and other broad-leaved trees. Of 
particular interest is an area of spring fed wet W5 and W6 alder woodland on peaty soils in a 
small valley in the south of the area that contains a large pond (Black Pond) with smaller 
ponds nearby. This area supports a number of uncommon plant species including opposite-
leaved golden saxifrage, ivy-leaved crowfoot, lesser spearwort, greater tussock sedge, small 
amounts of Sphagnum sp. and is the only site in Beds and Bucks for marsh fern. Another 
narrow strip of alder woodland, S5-Glyceria swamp and marshy grassland is present 
alongside a stream that forms the northwest boundary of the compartment. 
 
The southern half of the compartment was historically part of a large area of heathland 
known as ‘The Warren’, which also included much of Rushmere Park, and was planted up in 
the 19th century. Areas of heather and other heathland vegetation such as heath bedstraw, 
pill sedge and bilberry are being restored beneath the more open stands of mature pine in 
parts of this area with good heather regeneration in places.   
 
The plantations in the northern half of the compartment were planted on farmland in the mid 
20th century, and these contain frequent bramble and broad buckler fern in the field layer 
compared with the bracken that dominates the southern half of the compartment. Some of 
the original field boundaries can still be traced through this area, present either as existing 
hazel dominated hedgerows around the boundary or just banks with scattered mature oak 
standards within the plantations. A deeply cut hollow way runs through a small copse of 
mature ash on the northern edge of the compartment. An old quarry site is present in the 
southern half of the compartment.  
 
A network of cycle and horse routes runs through the compartment, linking up with the public 
bridleway that runs through the middle of the area, and that is also the route for the 
Greensand Ridge Walk long distance footpath.  
 

8.2 Compartment Aim 

Predominantly conifer and mixed woodland, safe and enjoyable to all, with good pedestrian, 
horse and cycle access linking to the rights of way network in the wider countryside. Wet 
alder woodland is present in the southern valley and along the northwestern edge, with 
heather and other heathland vegetation among the wide-spaced stands of pine in the 
southern half of the compartment.    

 
8.3 Objectives 

 Encourage the development of mixed woodland in areas that are currently dominated by 
conifers 

 Manage the conifer plantations for commercial timber while increasing their interest for 
nature conservation 

 Thin conifer plantations in line with good forestry practices but with no re-planting 

 Restore and maintain areas of heathland vegetation in the southern stands of pine 

 Manage the wet alder woodland by minimum intervention 

 Maintain and improve the water quality and light levels of the ponds and reduce the silt 
levels 

 Increase the amount of aquatic vegetation and invertebrates in the ponds and stream 

 Remove most non-native species e.g. rhododendron and azalea 
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 Conserve and enhance all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority and 
County Red List species 

 Retain over-mature and notable trees for landscape value and for bats and invertebrates 

 Conserve the historic features, particularly the old field and woodland boundaries, the 
hollow way and the quarry site 

 Ensure that the pond and associated wetland environments are safe for visitors of all 
ages and abilities 

 Maintain open rides and paths, including horse and cycle routes 

 Increase awareness and understanding of the historic and wildlife interest whilst 
developing sustainable recreational activities 

 Encourage use of the area as an educational resource 
 
8.4 Management Prescription 

 Carry out a phased thinning, in autumn/winter, of the southern stands of pine to 
encourage heathland ground flora, retaining a 20% tree cover in the most open areas. 
Large timber should be removed off site and the brash either burnt or chipped and 
removed off site. Retain mature sweet chestnut, oak and other broad-leaved trees. 

 Encourage heathland ground flora in cleared areas by light scarification of the soil to 
break up the needle litter layer and seeding with locally collected heather seed in 
January or February.  Retain any bracken or bramble initially to protect young heather 
from trampling and desiccation, but once heather becomes established these, and other 
vigorous species, can be controlled by cutting or pulling, or spraying if necessary.  
Control any growth of scrub by cutting and stump treatment in autumn/winter 

 Carry out a phased thinning, in autumn/winter, of conifers in the northern plantations to 
encourage the development of mixed woodland and a more varied ground flora. Large 
timber should be removed off site and the brash either burnt or chipped and removed off 
site. 

 Remove all azalea and rhododendron at southern end of compartment  and control 
regrowth  

 Manage wet woodland areas by a policy of minimum intervention 

 Carry out an annual hay cut of the marshy grassland along the stream in the northwest 
of the compartment 

 Control swamp vegetation in Black Pond to less than half the area of the pond 

 If necessary, use chemical treatment in Black Pond to reduce silt levels 

 Coppice trees around small ponds to encourage the development of aquatic and 
marginal vegetation within them 

 Retain and tag trees to overmaturity and identify and tag young trees as future 
specimens.  Where a tree becomes a threat to the public consider removing the 
branches and retaining the trunk as standing dead wood.  Cut timber should be stacked 
at the base of the tree 

 Retain all over-mature trees and allow them to die in situ. Maintain as much deadwood 
as possible in upright trees for as long as possible, leaving branches where they fall, or if 
they must be moved for safety reasons, cut them as little as possible and leave them in 
light shade  

 Identify younger trees of all species to retain to over-maturity to maintain continuity of old 
trees and dead wood niches, adjusting replacement rates to the predicted life 
expectancy of the trees   

 Regularly conduct risk assessments for all over-mature trees to estimate the risk posed 
to public safety 
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 Maintain all footpaths, horse and cycle routes, and manage permit system for horse 
riding and cycling 

 Provide appropriate interpretation to describe the conservation interest and management 
of the area 

 Monitor visitor levels and take any measures necessary to maintain special interest 
where this may be under threat 

 Develop the compartment as an educational resource by involving local schools, 
colleges, community groups etc 

 Develop a ‘sculpture trail’ through the compartment 

 
8.5 Monitoring 

 Monitor development of heathland vegetation  

 Monitor bracken encroachment and the effects of bracken control 

 Monitor marsh fern, ivy-leaved crowfoot and Sphagnum sp.   

 Monitor mature trees for safety 

 Monitor water chemistry and light and silt levels in the ponds 

 Monitor erosion especially on steep slopes 

 Monitor butterflies, sand wasps and other invertebrates 

 Monitor birds  

 Monitor bats and bat roosts 

 Monitor amphibians and reptiles 

 Monitor all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority and County Red List 
species  
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 Oak Wood Present State and Constraints Map  
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Oak Wood Desired State and Management Map  
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9. Compartment 5—Southern Plantations  
 
9.1 Compartment Description       Area: 61ha 

The compartment consists mostly of mature Scots pine and other conifer plantations with 
bracken mostly dominant in the ground flora where not too shaded. Christmas tree 
plantations are also present in the base of the valley and on the plateau to the west of the 
visitor centre. Areas of broad-leaved woodland and plantation are present within the 
compartment including mature semi-natural W10 oak woodland with frequent bluebells in the 
southwest; mature broad-leaves on the site of Rushmere Lodge in the southeast; damp 
birch, willow and poplar woodland along the northwest side of the stream in the northeast: 
red oak in the northwest; and a mature poplar plantation along the southern roadside 
boundary. The compartment also contains a number of notable specimen trees such as the 
giant redwoods at the southern end of the driveway. The main drive is bordered by dense 
stands of mature rhododendron, and this is also locally frequent in the understorey of some 
of the pine plantations in the north of the compartment. Eucalyptus has also been previously 
planted in the south of the compartment to supply the floristry trade.  
 
Other habitats within the compartment include areas of U1 acid grassland, mainly on the 
plateau to the west of the visitor centre, but also in the base of the valley and within the 
younger Christmas tree plantations. The grassland is often short with frequent sheep’s 
sorrel, and occasional mouse-ear hawkweed and perforate St. Johns wort. Mosses and 
lichens are abundant in the sparest grassland, especially among the young Christmas tree 
plantations, and heather is occasional in places, with a small population of greater 
broomrape at its only remaining site in Bedfordshire. Much of the grassland on the western 
plateau is planted with Christmas trees or contains varying amounts of gorse and broom 
scrub and bracken with scattered mature oaks and other trees giving a parkland feel to the 
landscape. The open grassland in the base of the valley at the southern end of the 
compartment is more neutral in character with species such as black knapweed, lady’s 
bedstraw, meadow vetchling, common sorrel and birdsfoot trefoil, more typical of an MG5 
community.  
 
The two man-made lakes in the base of the valley are connected by a piped ditch, though 
the pipe is damaged in a number of places, resulting in the southern lake often completely 
drying up. The middle lake is fed by the stream from the lake in Stockgrove, and is probably 
also spring-fed as it generally maintains a high water level. A heronry is present in the 
mature pine trees surrounding this lake. Areas of marshy vegetation and damp woodland 
and willow scrub are present in the base of the valley to the northeast of the middle lake, and 
lady fern is present in a ditch to the southwest of it. The rhododendron that formerly fringed 
this lake has been cleared in the last few years. Dense open bracken on the slope leading 
up to the visitor centre helps to deter access and provides cover for reptiles such as grass 
snake. The southern lake is also fringed with mixed swamp vegetation, willow scrub and 
mature trees, with a tree covered island at its southern end.   
 
Some of the original field boundaries can still be traced through this compartment, with a 
deeply cut hollow way running along its southern edge. The relict hedgerow along the 
western edge of the compartment contains some good specimens of old laid oaks, 
hawthorns and field maples. A number of old quarry sites are present in the north of the 
compartment, the largest in the former paintball area. 
 
A network of footpath, cycle and horse routes runs through the compartment, linking up with 
the public footpaths that run through the middle of the area and along its western boundary, 
the latter also the route for the Greensand Ridge Walk long distance footpath. 
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9.2 Compartment Aim 

Predominantly conifer and mixed woodland, with areas of acid and neutral grassland in the 
base of the valley and on the western plateau, the latter area also having a parkland 
character with scattered mature trees and scrub. The two lakes in the base of the valley 
have associated grassland and wetland habitats with the middle lake and adjacent land 
maintained as a conservation area to reduce disturbance to the heronry and damage to the 
lake banks. Elsewhere there is an extensive network of pedestrian, horse and cycle access 
linking to the rights of way network in the wider countryside. A range of other formal 
recreational activities also take place in this area including a mountain biking jumping and 
downhill area in one of the northern pine plantations.  The compartment is also a focus for 
environmental education and contains well preserved historic features.   

 
9.3 Objectives 

 Incorporate the management of the conifer plantations for commercial timber and 
recreational activities while increasing their interest for nature conservation  

 Thin conifer plantations in line with good forestry practices but with no re-planting 

 Restore and maintain areas of heathland and acid grassland vegetation in glades and in 
the ground flora of the plantations where appropriate and where it will not conflict with 
other uses 

 Manage the southwest oak woodland and the woodland on the site of Rushmere Lodge 
by minimum intervention, though remove most of the non-native species such as 
snowberry, cherry laurel and rhododendron from the latter area 

 Fell the unsafe roadside poplar plantation leaving a couple of standing trunks as 
deadwood habitat and for their lichen interest.  

 Maintain areas of open grassland by grazing or hay cutting, selected scrub removal and 
bracken control. Maintain fences and gates to enable livestock grazing and consider 
using invisible fencing where more appropriate.  

 Encourage existing areas of heather and other heathland species such as greater 
broomrape  

 Retain bracken on slope below visitor centre to deter access to middle lake 

 Control the spread of non-native species e.g. rhododendron and eucalyptus 

 Control the spread of ragwort in line with the DEFRA Code of Practice 

 Restore a parkland landscape on the western plateau by clearance of the Christmas 
Tree plantations and selected other trees and scrub.   

 Maintain areas of gorse and other selected scrub on the western plateau by coppicing or 
minimum intervention 

 Improve the water quality and light levels of the lakes and reduce the silt levels 

 Increase the amount of aquatic vegetation and invertebrates in the lakes 

 Reduce the impact of the fish and ducks on the lake habitat 

 Retain over-mature and notable trees for landscape value and for bats and invertebrates 
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 Conserve and enhance all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority and 
County Red List species 

 Preserve the boundary banks, hollow ways, quarries and other historic features 

 Restore the historic parkland gates at the southwest entrance 

 Maintain public access while monitoring and controlling excessive erosion 

 Maintain area around the middle lake as a Conservation Area with restricted public 
access 

 Ensure that the lakes and associated wetland environments are safe for visitors of all 
ages and abilities 

 Maintain open rides and paths, including horse and cycle routes 

 Increase awareness and understanding of the historic and wildlife interest whilst 
developing sustainable recreational activities 

 Encourage use of the area as an educational resource 

 Maintain Christmas Tree growing business for income generation  
 
9.4 Management Prescription 

 Carry out a phased thinning, in autumn/winter, of the conifers plantations to encourage 
the development of mixed woodland and a more varied ground flora, and where required 
to develop recreational activities. Large timber should be removed off site and the brash 
either burnt or chipped and removed off site. 

 Retain mature rhododendron along driveway but remove all areas within plantations  

 Manage the southwest oak woodland and the woodland on the site of Rushmere Lodge 
by a policy of minimum intervention, though remove all snowberry, cherry laurel and 
rhododendron from latter area 

 Manage mixed woodland south of Lords Hill by minimum intervention but remove 
eucalyptus 

 Fell mature poplar plantation along southern roadside boundary 

 Remove Christmas trees from acid grassland north of visitor centre, south of car park 
and south of Lords Hill 

 Where appropriate, encourage heathland ground flora in areas of thinning and glade 
creation in the plantations by light scarification of the soil to break up the needle litter 
layer and seeding with locally collected heather seed in January or February.  Retain any 
bracken or bramble initially to protect young heather from trampling and desiccation, but 
once heather becomes established these, and other vigorous species, can be controlled 
by cutting or pulling, or spraying if necessary.  Control any growth of scrub by cutting and 
stump treatment in autumn/winter 

 Manage open grassland on western plateau, southern plateau and grassland in base of 
valley by hay cutting or forage harvesting in late summer. Clear selected scrub and 
Christmas trees to prevent loss of grassland. Manage grassland/heath either side of 
middle lake and south of Lords Hill by cattle grazing and remove remaining Christmas 
trees 

 Control bracken in selected areas to prevent loss of grassland and to encourage 
heathland vegetation 

 Maintain open bracken on slope below visitor centre to deter access to middle lake 

 Coppice small areas of gorse and other scrub on the western plateau in autumn/winter 
each year in rotation to encourage regeneration 

 Control the amount of ragwort able to set seed on grassland areas whilst maintaining 
some for invertebrates 
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 Maintain lake banks and revetments and protect these from erosion 

 Maintain low fish populations in lakes: net existing fish, especially benthic feeders, 
without re-stocking 

 Discourage duck feeding through an education campaign – notices, press releases and 
talking to visitors – explaining the damage it causes to the lake and its wildlife and to the 
ducks themselves  

 Improve conditions for natural development of marginal, emergent and floating aquatic 
vegetation in the lakes  

 Fell poplars in the base of the valley and re-introduce alder buckthorn to appropriate 
locations using locally collected cuttings 

 Replace supply pipe between middle and southern lakes 

 If necessary, use chemical treatment on lakes to reduce silt levels 

 Retain and tag specimen and notable trees and tag young trees as future specimens.  
Where a tree becomes a threat to the public consider removing the branches and 
retaining the trunk as standing dead wood.  Cut timber should be stacked at the base of 
the tree 

 Regularly conduct risk assessments for all over-mature trees to estimate the risk posed 
to public safety 

 Maintain bat roosts and boxes and install additional boxes as advised by Beds Bat 
Group 

 Maintain all footpaths, horse and cycle routes, and manage permit system for horse 
riding and cycling 

 Set up mountain biking jump area in northern pine plantation 

 Investigate potential for other recreational activities 

 Provide appropriate interpretation to describe the conservation interest and management 
of the area 

 Monitor visitor levels and take any measures necessary to maintain special interest 
where this may be under threat 

 Check & maintain throwing lines and safety information signage around the lakes in line 
with a regularly reviewed Water Safety Audit 

 Maintain and extend sculpture trail around western plateau 

 Develop the compartment as an educational resource by involving local schools, 
colleges, community groups etc 

 Manage Christmas Tree growing business. 
 
9.5 Monitoring 

 Monitor bracken encroachment  

 Monitor all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority and County Red List 
species 

 Monitor mature trees for safety 

 Monitor acid grassland and heathland vegetation, especially greater broomrape 

 Monitor erosion especially on steep slopes 

 Monitor butterflies, sand wasps and other invertebrates 

 Monitor heronry and other birds  

 Monitor bats and bat roosts 

 Monitor amphibians and reptiles 
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 Monitor water chemistry and light and silt levels in the lakes 

 Monitor fish populations in the lakes 

 Monitor duck numbers on the lakes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Plantations Present State and Constraints Map 
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Southern Plantations Desired State and Management Map 
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10. Compartment 6—Car Parks, Picnic Areas and Other Visitor 
Facilities 
 
10.1 Compartment Description       Area: 2ha 

A small surfaced car park at the Stockgrove entrance has 53 spaces including 2 designated 
disabled bays, with a Visitor Centre and a grassy picnic area, half of which is fenced as a 
dog-free area containing 2 carved wooden dinosaurs for children to play on.  The Visitor 
Centre currently houses a café concession, public toilets, an information/display area and 
the ranger offices.  There are also a separate public toilet block, bike racks, a fenced off 
works area and four storage containers for tools and equipment etc. 
 
The Rushmere car park has c. 160 spaces???? including c. 6 each designated disabled and 
mother and child spaces, and a series of bike racks. The Visitor Centre occupies the 
bungalow that was the residence of the former owner, though a central atrium, toilet block 
and kitchen and cafe extension has since been added to it. The building is notable for 
supporting the largest known colony of brown long-eared bats in Buckinghamshire. Wooden 
decking has also been constructed which provides superb views over the valley, middle lake 
and heronry. The terraces to the southeast of the building contain frequent heather, and 
grass snake is regularly recorded basking on them, and heather is also frequent in the short 
U1 acid grassland to the west of the building which is partly used as a picnic area.  
 
Pay on Exit car park charging was introduced to both car parks in summer 2011 with barriers 
installed at the entrance to Stockgrove car park and the new roadside entrance along 
Linslade Road.  
 
Dog zoning has also been introduced to the whole Estate.  
 

10.2 Compartment Aim 

Welcoming, informative and functional areas for visitors 

 
10.3 Objectives 

 Provide car parking, toilets and picnic/refreshment facilities for Estate visitors 

 Maintain car park charging and parking permit system 

 Provide information and interpretation which enhances the visitors’ experience of the 
Estate and increases understanding and appreciation of wider countryside issues 

 Provide appropriate infrastructure to enable all visitors, including those with disabilities, to 
access and enjoy the Estate in safety 

 
10.4 Management Prescription 

 Maintain car park charging and parking permit system 

 Mow the picnic areas as required during the summer  

 Report any damage to buildings and arrange for contractors or repair. 

 Keep notice boards and signage up to date and install leaflet holders to be regularly re-
stocked with appropriate, relevant leaflets 

 Devise and install one or a series of self-guided trails around the Estate 

 Improve the areas around the buildings to make them more accessible and safer for 
people with disabilities  

 Enforce dog zoning throughout Estate. 

 Identify suitable locations and install additional dog waste bins throughout the Estate 
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 Refurbish the existing toilet block at Stockgrove. 

 Maintain two areas of children’s play facilities and slide next to main visitor centre 

 Organise suitable events (children’s activities, guided walks etc.) for Estate visitors 

 Produce a new Estate guidebook including versions suitable for visitors with visual 
impairments 

 Continue to develop access links with nearby public access sites and the rights of way 
network 

 
10.5 Monitoring 

 Monitor visitor figures using income from car park charging 

 Monitor visitor satisfaction and requirements through regular visitor surveys 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Stockgrove Car Park, Picnic Area and Other Visitor Facilities Management Prescription and Constraints  
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Rushmere Car Park, Picnic Area and Other Visitor Facilities Management Prescription and Constraints  
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11. Annual Work Programme  
 
11.1 Compartment 1 - Bakers Wood SSSI 

 

 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 

Maintain main paths through open areas     

Maintain interpretation boards at all the entrances      

Maintain gates at the entrances     

Maintain existing coppice plot fences     

Selectively coppice/low pollard birches in winter      

Further coppicing of oaks in winter in enclosed coppice plot      

Plant oaks to supplement natural regeneration if and where 
required 

    

Clear bracken from around newly planted trees & replace 
guards & stakes 

    

Re-coppice old hazel stools and protect from browsing     

Remove and control rhododendron throughout the Wood     

Remove young conifers throughout the Wood     

Create areas of localised topsoil disturbance to encourage 
bryophytes 

    

Maintain dappled light and grazing protection for bitter 
vetchling by control of brambles and tree canopy  

    

Retain dappled shade and bramble to encourage the 
spread of wood vetch 

    

Maintain bilberry rabbit fence     

Take bilberry cuttings and propagate     

Ensure protection from disturbance for lily of the valley     

Leave standing deadwood and erect bat boxes where 
appropriate to encourage bats and protect existing bat 
roosts 

    

Prevent erosion and damage to woodbank     

Selectively re-pollard woodbank oaks     

Dismantle dens when found and cut up fallen timber     

Mist net and ring of birds during the winter     

Monitor browsing of brambles by deer & rabbits     

Monitor effectiveness of visitor ‘control’ methods     

Monitor natural tree regeneration     

Monitor all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
Priority and County Red List species 

    

Monitor bats and bat roosts     
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11.2 Compartment 2 – Stockgrove Parkland and Rammamere Meadow SSSI 
 

 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 

Graze Rammamere Meadow SSSI late summer-autumn     

Graze Rammamere Meadow SSSI in June     

Consider cutting coarse vegetation at entrance to 
Rammamere Meadow SSSI  

    

Maintain livestock fences and gates in Rammamere 
Meadow SSSI 

    

Maintain field pond in Rammamere Meadow SSSI in 
present condition 

    

Control birch re-growth and bracken on the banks of 
Rammamere Meadow SSSI  

    

Maintain bracken on area enclosed by woodbank in 
Rammamere Meadow SSSI  

    

Graze parkland in late summer/autumn     

Graze parkland in June     

Forage harvest grassland in Top Meadow and Sundial 
Meadow in late summer if not grazed 

    

Maintain young hedge, stakes and guards in Top Meadow     

Night time rabbit shooting in winter     

Hay cut marshy grassland     

Remove most of the conifers along the edge of the marshy 
grassland 

    

Control bracken in selected areas     

Clear selected birch, oak and sycamore scrub     

Coppice small areas of gorse in autumn/winter     

Maintain rhododendron at southwest end of parkland     

Maintain small area of woodland next to Top Meadow by 
minimum intervention 

    

Remove/control ragwort in summer     

Retain and tag parkland trees     

Identify and tag future parkland trees     

Monitor old cherry trees & remove when dangerous     

Maintain lake banks and revetments     

Encourage thorny scrub along lake banks     

Coppice stretches of willow and birch around edge of lake     

Continue the chemical treatment of the lake () () ()  

Maintain low fish populations in the lake     

Discourage duck feeding through education campaign     

Improve conditions for aquatic vegetation in lake, ponds 
and stream 

    

Carry out planting of aquatic vegetation in lake, ponds and 
stream 

    

Re-introduce alder buckthorn     

Control rat population by shooting     
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Replace or remove water supply pipe to southern lakes     

Maintain culvert under Footpath 6     

Phased heavy thin or localised clear fell of pines in 
plantation to west of lake, retaining at least 20% tree cover 

    

Encourage heathland ground flora in cleared areas     

Retain and tag all over-mature Scots pines and trees with 
bat roosts/boxes and identify and tag other groups of Scots 
pines to allow develop to over-maturity 

    

Maintain bat roosts and boxes and install additional boxes 
as advised by Beds Bat Group 

    

Thin pine plantation adjacent to road and replace bat boxes      

Maintain sundial and interpretation board     

Restore the old boathouse or install representative 
structure with public access 

    

Construct viewing platform for cascade     

Check and maintain life buoys and safety information     

Draw up development plan for the Nature Study Area     

Monitor bracken encroachment and effects of spraying     

Monitor grazing levels and effects of grazing     

Monitor development of heathland and acid grassland 
vegetation 

    

Monitor safety of parkland trees     

Monitor erosion     

Monitor water chemistry, light and silt levels     

Monitor butterflies and other invertebrates     

Monitor duck numbers on the lake     

Monitor fish populations in lake     

Mist net and ring birds during the winter     

Monitor bats and bat roosts     

Monitor amphibians and reptiles     

Monitor rat numbers and locations     

Monitor all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
Priority  and County Red List species 
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11.3 Compartment 3 – Shire Oak Heath SSSI and Lords Hill 
 

 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 

Graze SSSI and Lords Hill with cattle or other suitable 
livestock  

    

Maintain fences and gates to enable livestock grazing     

Control bracken      

Clear selected trees and scrub      

Allow areas of soil erosion     

Maintain populations of rabbits     

Re-introduce bilberry      

Coppice in rotation areas of remaining woodland and scrub 
in the north of the SSSI  

    

Remove majority of younger pines from around over-
mature specimens in southeast corner of SSSI 

    

Manage damp woodland along western boundary stream 
of SSSI by minimum intervention 

    

Fell poplars in damp woodland along western boundary of 
SSSI 

    

Re-introduce alder buckthorn to the damp woodland along 
the stream  

    

Carry out further felling of the remaining stand of pines in 
the eastern section of the area, retaining a 20% tree cover 

    

Remove smaller pines and stands of dense birch from 
western section of Lords Hill, retaining most mature pines. 

    

Scarify cleared areas and seed with heather     

Remove remaining Christmas trees from southern 
grassland valley and clear remaining young trees on 
southern slope, retaining mature trees and scattered gorse 
and other scrub 

    

Retain all over-mature pine and other trees      

Identify younger trees of all species to retain to over-
maturity  

    

Conduct risk assessments for all over-mature trees      

Monitor visitor levels and take any measures necessary to 
maintain special interest  

    

Develop the compartment as an educational resource      

Monitor development of heathland and acid grassland 
vegetation   

    

Monitor grazing levels and the effects of grazing     

Monitor bracken encroachment and the effects of bracken 
control 
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Monitor the establishment of any re-introductions of bilberry 
and alder buckthorn. 

    

Monitor mature trees for safety     

Monitor erosion especially on steep slopes     

Monitor butterflies, sand wasps and other invertebrates     

Monitor birds      

Monitor bats and bat roosts     

Monitor amphibians and reptiles     

Monitor all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
Priority and County Red List species  
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11.4 Compartment 4 – Oak Wood  
 

 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 

Phased thinning of conifers in the southern stands of pine, 
retaining a 20% tree cover in the most open areas 

    

Scarify cleared areas and seed with heather     

Phased thinning of conifers in the northern plantations      

Remove all azalea and rhododendron at southern end of 
compartment  and control regrowth 

    

Manage wet woodland areas by minimum intervention     

Hay cut marshy grassland along the stream in the 
northwest of the compartment 

    

If necessary, use chemical treatment in Black Pond to 
reduce silt levels 

() () ()  

Improve conditions for natural development of marginal, 
emergent and floating aquatic vegetation in the ponds  

    

Retain all over-mature trees and allow them to die in situ.      

Identify younger trees of all species to retain to over-
maturity  

    

Conduct risk assessments for all over-mature trees      

Maintain all footpaths, horse and cycle routes, and manage 
permit system for horse riding and cycling 

    

Provide appropriate interpretation      

Monitor visitor levels and take any measures necessary to 
maintain special interest  

    

Develop the compartment as an educational resource      

Develop a ‘sculpture trail’ through the compartment     

Monitor development of heathland vegetation      

Monitor bracken encroachment and the effects of bracken 
control 

    

Monitor marsh fern, ivy-leaved crowfoot and Sphagnum sp.       

Monitor mature trees for safety     

Monitor water chemistry and light and silt levels in the 
ponds 

    

Monitor erosion      

Monitor butterflies, sand wasps and other invertebrates     

Monitor birds      

Monitor bats and bat roosts     

Monitor amphibians and reptiles     

Monitor all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
Priority and County Red List species  
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11.5 Compartment 5 – Southern Plantations  
 

 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 

Phased thinning of conifers plantations      

Retain mature rhododendron along driveway but remove all 
areas within plantations  

    

Manage southwest oak woodland and the woodland on the 
site of Rushmere Lodge by minimum intervention, though 
remove all snowberry, cherry laurel and rhododendron from 
latter area 

    

Manage mixed woodland south of Lords Hill by minimum 
intervention but remove eucalyptus 

    

Fell mature poplar plantation along southern roadside 
boundary 

    

Where appropriate, encourage heathland ground flora by 
scarifying and seeding with heather  

    

Remove Christmas trees from acid grassland north of 
visitor centre, south of car park and south of Lords Hill 

    

Manage open grassland on western plateau and in base of 
valley by hay cutting or forage harvesting and clear 
selected scrub. Manage grassland/heath either side of 
middle lake and south of Lords Hill  by cattle grazing and 
remove remaining Christmas trees 

    

Control bracken in selected areas      

Maintain open bracken on slope below visitor centre      

Coppice small areas of gorse and other scrub on the 
western plateau in rotation  

    

Control ragwort      

Maintain lake banks and revetments      

Maintain low fish populations in lakes     

Discourage duck feeding on lakes     

Improve conditions for natural development of marginal, 
emergent and floating aquatic vegetation in the lakes  

    

Re-introduce alder buckthorn to appropriate locations in the 
base of the valley  

    

Replace supply pipe between middle and southern lake     

If necessary, use chemical treatment on lakes  () () ()  

Retain and tag specimen trees and identify and tag young 
trees as future specimens 

    

Conduct risk assessments for all over-mature trees      

Maintain bat roosts and boxes and install additional boxes      

Maintain all footpaths, horse and cycle routes, and manage 
permit system for horse riding and cycling 
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Set up and manage a mountain biking jump area in 
northern pine plantation 

    

Investigate potential for other recreational activities     

Provide appropriate interpretation      

Monitor visitor levels and take any measures necessary to 
maintain special interest  

    

Check & maintain life buoys and safety information signage 
around the lakes  

    

Maintain and extend sculpture trail around western plateau     

Develop the compartment as an educational resource      

Manage Christmas Tree Business      

Monitor bracken encroachment       

Monitor mature trees for safety      

Monitor acid grassland and heathland vegetation      

Monitor erosion especially on steep slopes      

Monitor butterflies, sand wasps and other invertebrates      

Monitor heronry and other birds       

Monitor bats and bat roosts      

Monitor amphibians and reptiles      

Monitor water chemistry and light and silt levels in the lakes      

Monitor fish populations in the lakes      

Monitor duck numbers on the lakes      

Monitor all National and Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
Priority and County Red List species 
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11.6 Compartment 6 - Car Parks, Picnic Areas and Other Visitor Facilities 
 

 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 

Maintain car park charging and parking permit system     

Mow the picnic areas as required during the summer      

Report any damage to buildings to Central Bedfordshire 
Property Services contractors or repair 

    

Keep notice boards and signage up to date and install a 
leaflet holder to be regularly re-stocked with appropriate, 
relevant leaflets 

    

Devise and install one or a series of self-guided trails 
around the Estate 

    

Improve the area around the buildings to make it more 
accessible and safer for people with disabilities  

    

Enforce dog zoning throughout Estate     

Identify suitable locations and install additional dog waste 
bins throughout Estate 

    

Refurbish the existing toilet block at Stockgrove     

Maintain children’s play facilities and slide next to main 
visitor centre 

    

Organise suitable events (children’s activities, guided walks 
etc.) for Estate visitors 

    

Produce a new Estate guidebook including versions 
suitable for visitors with visual impairments 

    

Continue to develop access links with nearby public access 
sites and the rights of way network 

    

Monitor visitor figures using income from car park charging      

Monitor visitor satisfaction and requirements through 
regular visitor surveys 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
General Information 
 
Site: Shire Oak Heath SSSI 
 
Map: Ordnance Survey Sheet 165 (1:50,000) 
 
Grid Ref: SP919284 
 
Status: Part of the Kings and Bakers Woods and Heaths Site of Special Scientific  
  Interest (SSSI) 
 
Area: c. 6.8 ha  
 
Overall Management Aims 
 
To achieve favourable condition of the land, which will have been achieved when heath with 
acid grassland have been created across the majority of the site. The habitat created should 
develop a mixture of characteristic fine grasses and herbs, interspersed with a good cover of 
healthy heather plants of varying ages. 
 
At least a quarter of the area of heath/acid grassland created should be covered by heather but 
not such that it completely dominates the areas.  
 
Some areas of bare sandy ground will provide good conditions for characteristic insects such as 
bees and wasps.    
 
Retained areas of woodland and dense scrub around the edges of the site should be managed 
by rotational coppicing to increase its structural diversity and all over-mature Scots pines and 
other trees should be managed to maintain any deadwood features. 
 
Specific Objectives 
 

1. To restore areas of heathland and acid grassland in a mosaic with scattered scrub, 
mature trees and bracken.   

 

2. Allow the development of a characteristic acid grassland/heathland flora interspersed 
with heather plants of varying ages. 

 

3. To maintain areas of undisturbed bare sand to provide suitable conditions for 
characteristic invertebrates such as sand wasps. 

 

4. To restore and maintain populations of rare and uncommon species, and maintain 
suitable conditions for other such species not presently found but which might naturally 
be encouraged at the site. 

 

5. To maintain and enhance areas of woodland and dense scrub around the edges of the 
site. 
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6. To maintain mature trees to provide deadwood habitat (both standing and fallen). 
 

7. To reduce the impact of introduced species where appropriate.  
 

8. To manage the site with the aim of raising public awareness of its importance for nature 
conservation. 

 
2. HABITAT MANAGEMENT 
 
Site Description and Assessment 
 
Importance of the SSSI as a whole  
 
Kings and Bakers Woods and Heaths SSSI is a premier site for nature conservation in 
Bedfordshire. It contains the largest area of woodland in the county, as well as important areas 
of lowland heath and acid grassland. The site has a range of underlying geology giving rise to 
soils influenced by the boulder clay and lower greensand that vary from calcareous to slightly 
acid, and from wet to well drained. This exceptional range of soil conditions is reflected in the 
rich variety of species and habitats to be found here   
 
Most of the woodland is ancient and the diverse range of trees and shrubs has a good structural 
variety derived from centuries of coppicing and high forest management. The woodland ground 
flora includes a large number of species that are uncommon or rare in the county, and the rides 
support grassland that is also an important element of the site.  
 
Lowland heath and acid grassland are priority Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats that now 
have a very limited distribution, both in Bedfordshire and over their natural range in southern 
Britain. The heath is characterised by the presence of heather and wavy-hair grass, with some 
other uncommon plants such as bilberry. At Kings and Bakers Woods and Heaths these 
habitats are found at Rammamere Heath and Shire Oak Heath.  
 
At Rammamere Heath a very successful project to restore heathland has been underway for a 
number of years. The area of Shire Oak Heath currently within Rushmere Country Park is also 
undergoing heathland restoration along with Lords Hill directly to the south which is outside of 
the SSSI. In both locations, this has included extensive removal of conifer plantations, scrub 
and bracken followed up by grazing. On this part of Shire Oak Heath, lack of management has 
allowed large stands of bracken and birch to invade the site, but characteristic heath plants still 
survive in places, and with suitable management can be increased to re-establish viable areas 
of heathland.         
 
Importance of the site   
 
Shire Oak Heath is located on sandy well-drained soils of the lower greensand. The eastern 
section of Shire Oak Heath which is the subject of this plan still supports remnant areas of H9 
Calluna-Deschampsia heathland but increased dominance of birch and bracken over recent 
years has further reduced their extent. Unauthorised recreational activities have created wide 
sandy tracks, jumps and disturbed areas of bare sand. The area south of the public footpath 
formerly supported areas of unmanaged U1 Festuca-Agrostis-Rumex acid grassland though 
much of this has become overgrown with hawthorn and bracken. 
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The particular importance of the land for nature conservation lies in the potential to recreate 
heathland and acid grassland habitats on the sandy soils. A precursor to this habitat creation 
will be to reduce the dominance of the bracken and the extent of the tree cover.   
 
Identification/confirmation of important features 
 

 Importance 

 National Regional Local 

1.          Biodiversity Action Plan priority 
habitats –  
Lowland heathland  
Lowland acid grassland 
Woodland 
Veteran trees 

 
 
* 
* 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* 
* 

2. Geology & geomorphology 
Lower Greensand  

  
* 

 
 

3. Vegetation types 
H9 Calluna-Deschampsia Heath 

  
* 

 

U1 Festuca-Agrostis-Rumex Grassland 
U2 Deschampsia grassland 
W10 Quercus-Pteridium-Rubus woodland 
W16 Quercus-Betula-Deschampsia   
       woodland 

 * 
* 
 

 
 
* 
* 

4.         Species  
    

Vascular plants    

Heather  
Heath speedwell 
Trailing St. John’s wort   

* 
* 
* 
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Heathland and acid grassland 
 
Description 
 
No recent management had been carried out on the heath, and parts of the site are affected by 
unauthorised mountain biking that had led to the creation of jumps, areas of disturbed sand and 
wide tracks. The remaining areas unaffected by these activities have become overgrown with 
bracken and trees through natural succession.  
 
Objectives 
 

 To restore areas of heath and acid grassland by removal of trees and scrub.  

 Control the dominance of dense bracken in more open areas of the site.  

 To create open bare sandy soil that can be seeded with ‘litter’ and heather seed gathered 
from adjacent areas of restored heathland in Rushmere Country Park.   

 
Rationale 
 
The aim should be to clear trees and scrub from much of the site, retaining c. 10-20% cover of 
scattered trees and scrub on cleared areas. The presence of scattered trees and scrub provides 
an extra habitat for invertebrates, and occasional standard trees act as song posts and nesting 
sites for birds.  
 
The southern half of the site supported acid grassland with scattered hawthorn and other scrub, 
though the scrub and bracken is now shading out much of the grassland. Thinning of the scrub 
and spraying of the bracken to create a mosaic of acid grassland and hawthorn scrub would 
create a habitat not found elsewhere on the heath, and should be maintained by rotational 
coppicing of the scrub.  
 
Bracken is an important component of heathland and acid grassland at low density and can 
support a distinctive community of invertebrates. It is however highly invasive and without 
management will quickly dominate an area, forming a dense litter layer that suppresses the 
growth of most other plant species. If eradication is required chemical control using Asulox is 
the best form of treatment. This predominantly kills only ferns so should not be used where 
other desirable fern species are present.  
 
Once the trees have been removed, soils will need to be scarified to break up the dense litter, 
and areas seeded as required to extend the areas of heath. The ‘litter’ contains seeds, 
particularly of heather and associated plants such as wavy hair-grass, sheep’s sorrel and heath 
speedwell. Suitable conditions should allow germination, and once this has happened, follow-up 
management will be needed to control birch and pine seedlings and other invasive species such 
as bracken and rosebay willowherb.       
 
Grazing will be required to create a diverse age structure of heather and control the spread of 
scrub regrowth. Rabbits can also be useful grazers in maintaining heathland and grassland 
communities and creating areas of bare ground where livestock grazing is not possible, though 
populations need to be monitored to ensure overgrazing does not occur. 
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Method 
 

 Clear trees and scrub in areas where open conditions are required by cutting using 
chainsaws and brush cutters. Clearance work will not be undertaken between 1st March and 
1st September, so as to avoid killing and injuring nesting birds (this is a general window that 
will vary according to the nature of the season). Cut woody vegetation should be disposed of 
at a limited number of fire sites, located on ground that will not be used for heathland 
creation, and that is away from the public footpath. Active fire sites will be attended whilst in 
use, and extinguished when work is completed for the day. Some material will also be 
stacked in suitable locations to provide refuge features for reptiles and other wildlife.   

 Scarify cleared areas and remove stumps using appropriate machinery and seed with 
heather seed and litter collected from adjacent areas of restored heathland in Rushmere 
Country Park. 

Install fencing and gates to allow livestock grazing 

 Control stands of dense bracken by spraying with Asulox at the appropriate time of year 
(usually mid-July to late August) or by using ‘Roundup’ (Glyphosate) at other times of the 
growing season (the latter only to be used where any associated herbs are very few).  

 Maintain cleared areas by regular removal of tree seedlings and invasive species such as 
rosebay willowherb. 

 
 
Woodland, scrub and mature trees 
 
Description 
 
The north, east and southeast edges of the heath have developed into relatively mature W16 
and W10 woodland, which would involve significant work in trying to restore back to heath, and 
also help to screen and buffer the site from the adjacent housing of Heath and Reach.  
 
Objectives 
 

 To manage areas of woodland and scrub to provide a diverse age structure and provide a 
gradient of habitats from open heathland to the mature oak woodland of neighbouring Bakers 
Wood.  

 To maintain and increase the number of mature and overmature native trees in appropriate 
locations. 

Rationale 
 
The north, east and southeast edges of the heath have developed into woodland to such an 
extent that it is not practical or desirable to restore it to open heathland, at least not in the short 
term. Generally, the edges of woodland and scrub are most valuable to invertebrates and 
scattered scrub and scrub fringes are better than dense blocks. Rotational coppicing of these 
areas will enhance structural diversity and create a gradient of habitats from the restored open 
heathland and acid grassland through scrub and secondary woodland to the mature woodland 
of neighbouring Bakers Wood. 
 
Over-mature and veteran trees are an important feature providing special characteristics not 
present in younger trees, such as fissured bark, sap runs and dead wood.  These features are 
used by a range of wildlife.  Mature trees can be especially important for fungi, mosses, 
liverworts, beetles and other characteristic invertebrates.  Other woodland animals such as 
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woodpeckers and bats also use them for roosting and feeding.  Fallen timber left around mature 
trees provides important additional habitat, especially for invertebrates. Old trees can be lost 
through disease, stress and competition for resources with younger trees, and their roots can be 
damaged by high levels of trampling by people and animals.   
 
The overall objective is to keep over-mature trees alive for as long as possible, but not to 
maintain the tree’s health to the detriment of the provision of dead wood habitat.  Ideally, all old 
trees should be retained, leaving as much dead wood as possible in situ.  The larger pieces of 
dead wood are the most valuable to retain, since they support the most vulnerable species; it is 
particularly important to retain the standing dead trunk.  Jagged and split ends to branches or 
their stumps are preferable to straight-sawn ones, since they provide a greater range of niches 
for saproxylic communities.  Fallen or removed dead wood should be left in areas of shade or 
light bracken to provide suitable moist conditions.  Do not attempt to remove fungi from veteran 
trees; they are a fundamental part of the site’s ecological dynamics, and the resultant decay of 
the tree’s heartwood provides a specialist habitat for many of the most rare and threatened 
saproxylic invertebrates.  Similarly, sap runs on trees and open rot holes should be left as they 
provide an important habitat.        
 
Method 
 

 Coppice in rotation areas of retained woodland and scrub to diversify its structure, while 
maintaining the current mix of species.   

 Retain all over-mature pine and other trees at the site and allow them to die in situ. Maintain 
as much deadwood as possible in upright trees for as long as possible, leaving branches 
where they fall, or if they must be moved for safety reasons, cut them as little as possible and 
leave them in light shade.  

 Regularly conduct risk assessments for all over-mature trees to estimate the risk posed to 
public safety. 

 
 
3.  SURVEY, MONITORING AND REVIEW 
 
Photography 
 
Before and after photographs should be taken whenever management work is undertaken at the 
site. Fixed point photographs at set positions would be useful to highlight any general changes 
in structure.  These could be repeated at approximately five year intervals. 
 
Aerial photographs using drones are also useful in mapping plant community changes and 
management. 
 
 
 
Biological Survey and Monitoring 
 

 Monitor the establishment of heathland and acid grassland vegetation on the heath. 

 Carry out detailed surveys of bats, small mammals, breeding birds, invertebrates, reptiles, 
bryophytes and lichens and monitor populations of any notable species. 
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Review 
 

 Hold annual management meeting to agree work and review management. 

 Review and update management plan after five years.  

 Consider entering site into Countryside Stewardship. 
 
 
4. ACCESS, EDUCATION AND PUBLICITY 
 
Description 
 
Public footpaths run along the northern edge and through the middle of the site, and there is a 
history of unofficial public access over the whole site due to its proximity to Heath and Reach 
and Rushmere Country Park, with a network of paths across it. It has also been subject to 
damage from unofficial recreational activities such as mountain biking, resulting in areas of 
disturbed bare sand and the construction of bike jumps. 
 
Objectives 
 

 To develop a level of pedestrian access which allows the public to appreciate the site without 
causing damage to its ecology. 

 To provide a permissive cycle path to allow safe cycle access into Rushmere Country Park. 

 To develop involvement of the local community in the site. 

 To develop the use of the site for educational purposes to improve understanding of its 
importance for nature conservation. 

 To ensure that access is regulated and that appropriate mechanisms are in place to deal with 
abuses. 

 
Rationale 
 
Official cycle access into Rushmere Country Park from Heath and Reach currently involves 
riding along a busy and narrow country road, and a permissive cycle route across the heath will 
provide safe cycle access into the park.  
 
It is important for the survival of important wildlife sites to encourage greater public appreciation 
and understanding of those sites.  This does however have to be balanced against encouraging 
so much public use that the important wildlife features are damaged.  In this site the key 
ecological feature that could be damaged by excessive access is the heathland and acid 
grassland with the fragile, sandy soils and associated plant communities vulnerable to trampling 
and erosion.    
 
It is important to balance the needs of wildlife and visitors. Typical heathland species such as 
adder, nightjar and woodlark are very sensitive to disturbance at certain times of year. 
 
The heath has much potential for developing as an educational resource for use by schools, 
colleges and community groups, and as a demonstration site for heathland restoration and 
management. 
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When carrying out safety management work on the trees, it is important that the maintenance of 
dead wood habitats is considered. Any limb or tree removal should be kept to a minimum and 
cut timber left stacked at the base of the trees. 
 
Method 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 Provide a 3m wide permissive cycle path along the southeast edge of the site. If surfacing is 
required, this will consist only of crushed sandstone.  

 Provide appropriate interpretation to describe the conservation interest and management of 
the site.  

 Prevent use of the site by mountain bikes and other vehicles. 

 Organise occasional interpretative events for the local community.  

 Involve local people in volunteer work parties, species monitoring and general site 
wardening.  

 Monitor visitor levels and take any measures necessary to maintain special interest where 
this may be under threat. 

 Develop the Heath as an educational resource by involving local schools, colleges, 
community groups etc. 

 
5. HISTORIC FEATURES 
 
Little is known about the historic interest of the site, though the Coker Way runs along the 
northern edge of the site and the base of a former saw-mill is located on the southeast edge 
with an old hedgeline running along this southeastern boundary.  
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6  ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME 
 
        Financial Years 
 
       17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 
 
Heathland and acid grassland 
 
Clear trees and scrub from heath     *                    
(autumn/winter)  
 
Scarify cleared areas and seed with heather    *                    
(winter/spring) 
 
Install fencing and gates (spring)       * 
 
Control bracken by spraying or cutting        *     *           
(summer) 
 
Maintain cleared areas by removing tree seedlings,        *     *     *     * 
invasive plants and bracken 
(summer) 
 
 
Create and maintain areas of undisturbed bare       *     *     *     * 
ground 
 
Control rabbits if populations  become excessive          *     * 
 
Woodland, scrub and mature trees 
 
Coppice retained woodland and scrub        *     *     *     *  
in rotation (autumn/winter)    
 
Maintain over-mature trees      *    *     *     *     * 
 
Conduct risk assessments of over-mature trees   *      *      * 
 
Survey, monitoring and review  
 
Fixed point photography      *    *     *     *     * 
 
Aerial photographs       * 
 
Monitor establishment of heath and acid grassland       *     *     *     * 
 
Monitor rabbit population                *     *     * 
 
Survey and monitor small mammals     *           *           * 
 
Survey and monitor bats, birds and reptiles    *    *      *     *     * 
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Survey and monitor invertebrates     *            *      *       *       * 
 
Survey and monitor bryophytes and lichens    *                    *       
    
Hold annual management meetings     *    *      *      *      * 
 
Review and update management plan           * 
 
Apply for Countryside Stewardship       *       
 
 
Access, Education and Publicity 
 
Create permissive cycle route     * 
 
Install pay on exit parking system     * 
 
Provide interpretation board      * 
 
Ranger patrols        *    *     *      *      * 
 
Organise events       *    *     *      *      *  
 
Involve local people in site management    *    *     *      *      * 
 
Monitor visitor levels       *    *     *      *      * 
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